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Gharabagh Accused of Importing Arms in 
Cabbage Trucks 

4605001 1a Istanbul JAMANAK in Armenian 
7 Mar 88 p1 


[Text] The events caused by the discord between Arme- 
nia and Azerbaijan regarding the territory of Gharabagh 
are still continuing. 


In a radio broadcast, the regional leader Pashayev has 
called for calm from both sides, informing that those 
who harm the peace and brotherly relations will be 
severely punished. 


On the other hand, the Azerbaijanis also have appealed 
to the Kremlin. An Azerbaijani by the name of Ali living 
in Moscow has declared that “if Gharabagh is taken 
from us and given to the Armenians, war will break out 
and the Russians know it well. If the Armenians cannot 
live with us in brotherly love, let them get up and go. We 
will not hand over these lands”. It is the Dashnags who 
provoke these events. A great number of cars bring 
cabbages to Gharabagh and they are all filled with 
weapons. There have been demonstrations in Moscow 
on the anniversary of Stalin’s death. The demonstrators, 
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gathered in October Square under Lenin's statue, 
shouted anti-Stalin slogans and demanded “an end to 
political pressure” and the “strengthening of democ- 
racy”. 


The police intervened and dispersed the demonstrators 
from the square. 


12364/09599 


*HAYASA’ To Expand Language Instruction 
4605001 1b Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 
16 Mar 88 p I 


[Text] In Yerevan, the cooperative “HAY ASA” has been 
set up next to the council of the society “Knowledge,” to 
teach languages in a very short time. The curriculum has 
been prepared by Nune Manukian, founder-director of 
the cooperative and his associates. At present, only 
English is being taught but there are big plans to teach 
Armenian, Russian, French, and Spanish, as well as 
translation and other subjects. The cooperative has 
acquired the necessary equipment through credit from 
the bank. 


12364/09599 
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Arab Food Imports May Reach 45 Billion Dollars 
by Year 2000 

44000078 Dubayy GULF NEWS tn English 

1] Apr 88 p 11 


{Article: “Arab Food Import Bill May Hit $45b by 
2000”"} 


[Text] Abu Dhabi (AFP)}—The Arab world’s food needs 
are growing twice as fast as production, a fact which 
could lead to a food import bill of $45 billion a year by 
the year 2000, a unified Arab economic report has 
warned. 


The demand for foodstuffs has grown at five per cent a 
year in the past 15 years while agricultural production 
has grown only 2.5 per cent each year, said the report 
prepared for a meeting of Arab central bank governors 
and heads of monetary institutes in Oman last week. 


The report for the year 1986-87 put the value of total 
Arab fcod imports in 1986 at $20 billion. 


It attributed a five per cent improvement in agricultural 
Output during that year to fine weather and support 
provided to food production by Arab governments, but 
said more action is needed in the agricultural sector, 
which provides employment for 20 million Arabs. 


“There is a desperate need for more efforts to improve 
available agricultural techniques,” said the report, a 
summary of which was provided to AFP by the Abu 
Dhab:-based Arab Monetary Fund (AMF). 


The AMF produced the report in collaboration with the 
Organisation of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(Oapec), the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Devel- 
opment (AFESD), and the Arab League. 


The report said there was slight improvement in some 
economic sectors compared to the low levels of 1984-85, 
but expressed concern over food imports, non-oil indus- 
try, balances of payments and inter-Arab trade. 


According to the report, total population of the 21 Arab 
States reached nearly 200 million in 1986, with 60 per 
cent concentrated in Algeria, Sudan, Egypt and 
Morocco. 


It said the population is expected to reach 300 million by 
the next century, one-fourth being part of the workforce 
and half under 14 years of age. 


Of the Arab workforce, the report said, 40 per cent are 
employed in agriculture and 10 per cent in industry. 
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The report expressed concern over “low Arab economic 
activity,” which it said has negatively affected basic 
Arab imports more than imports from outside the Arab 
world. 


“Obstacles facing inter-Arab trade are a weak production 
base, poor services accompanying trade such as trans- 
port, finance insurance and information exchange, as 
well as drawbacks caused by trade, financial and mone- 
tary problems,” it said. 


The board of directors of the AMF at their annual 
meeting in Muscat on April 4 approved a scheme costing 
$250 million to $500 million aimed at financing inter- 
Arab trade. 


AMF officials said another $250 million would be raised 
through a subsequent subscription for the scheme, which 
aims at encouraging Arab non-oil exports and imports. 


According to the report, Arab exports, which totalled 
$111.2 billion in 1985, had declined to a third of their 
1980 level. 


Of total Arab imports of $102.7 billion in 1985, it said 
industrial goods constituted one-tenth and food com- 
modities one-fifth. 


The report estimated foreign debts of 12 Arab countries 
at $66 billion, one-third accounted for by Egypt. one- 
fifth by Algeria and one-sixth by Morocco. 


Arab countries paid over $10 billion in interest on debts 
during 1986, which, according to the report, made the 
total value of their foreign debt more than a third of their 
gross domestic product of $387.4 billion in 1986. 


The report also pointed to the drop in world o1! prices by 
50 per cent in 1985-86, reducing by half the earnings of 
Arab oil-producing states, which are an important source 
of investment for poorer Arab countries. 


There is no doubt that most Arab countries were affected 
in One way or another by the developments of the oil 
market said the report. 


The report said the decrease in the importance of oil 
exports “calls for more action to diversify Arab econ- 
omy.” 


Among the few bright economic developments pointed 
out in the report were an increase in Arab power output 
and attainment of self-sufficiency in fertiliser produc- 
tion. 


/12223 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIkS 


Head of Arab Lawyers’ Federation Views Support 
for Uprising 
94040165 Kuwait AL-WATAN in Arabic 17 Mar 88 p 6 


[Interview with Farug Abu-’isa, Secretary General of the 
Arab Lawyers’ Federation, by Jamal Zayidah: **No Voice 
Shall Rise Above That of the Uprising; in Cairo, date 
not specified] 


{Excerpts} Ever since the Palestinian uprising was 
unleashed in the occupied territories and the concomi- 
tant Israeli violence and crackdown escalated against the 
Palestinian people, the Arab Lawyers’ Federation has 
placed the uprising issue at the top of its priority list. The 
federation set a day on which Arab bar associations tn all 
Arab capitals staged a strike in solidarity with the 
Palestinian people and has designated a number of 
seminars to discuss ways to support the uprising in the 
current stage. One seminar dealt with the idea of a 
Palestinian government-in-exile. This will be followed 
by another one on Zionism and racism, to be held on 18 
March in Cairo. The federation also has dedicated the 
entire agenda of its permanent office meeting, scheduled 
for 28 march in Tunis, in support of the uprising. 


In the following interview AL-WATAN held in Cairo 
with Faruq Abu-’Isa, secretary general of the Arab Law- 
yers’ Federation and former Sudanese minister of for- 
eign affairs, the secretary general stated that the Pales- 
tinian uprising has set a higher standard for officiai and 
popular Arab and international action and, accordingly, 
has set an acceptable minimum demand, namely adher- 
ence to the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people in 
accordance with UN resolutions on repatriation, self- 
determination and the establishment of a national Pal- 
estinian state under PLO leadership. 


Commenting on the visits of the American secretary of 
state, George Shultz, to the region, the secretary general 
said: The purpose of these visits is to liquidate and crush 
the uprising and anything coming out of the American 
camp Ought to be rejected in view of the fact that 
America is Israel’s strategic ally. 


[Question] What is your assessment of the non-official 
Arab popular organizations’ reaction in support of the 
Palestinian people’s uprising in the occupied territory. 
By this I mean unions and popular organizations, con- 
sidering that the Arab Lawyers’ Federation represents 
the total number of bar associations in the Arab nation. 


[Answer] We must agree first that the uprising’s depth 
and magnitude have imposed new givens pertaining to 
the Palestinian cause and the tragedies it had to face in 
recent years not encountered before on the Arab official 
or popular scene. This is an acknowledged fact. There is 
official Arab fragmentation and there is lack of unity, 
solidarity and common purpose. Even on the popular 
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level, the Arab struggle movement is not in a state of 
ascent or advance. but rather in a state of retreat and 
decline due to several considerations which cannot be 
discussed now. 


This weakness was painfully manifested during the 
Israeli invasion of Beirut in 1982 and the departure of 
the Palestinian resistance movement from Lebanon. 
Official and popular reaction was weak, notwithstanding 
the magnitude of the tragedy and the blow to the 
Palestinian revolutionary movement, to the Lebanese 
national movement and the Arab struggle movement in 
general, sustained at the hands of the American-Zionist 
Strategic alliance. However, the magnitude and depth of 
the uprising has set a higher standard for official and 
popular Arab action and, indeed, international action as 
well. In my opinion, however, this was not enough due to 
the objective weakness in the structure of the Arab 
national liberation movement and the fundamental 
weakness in the official Arab solidarity movement. 
Nonetheless, the standard was not bad. The Arab Law- 
yers Federation and the bar associations in the Arab 
countries played a key role in supporting the uprising in 
the Arab popular arena. 


The Arab Lawyers’ Federation has set up an operations 
room that operates around the cleck to stay in touch with 
daily heroic happenings undertaken by women and chil- 
dren on the West Bank and Gaza and to collect all 
pertinent information to add to the information we 
collected on a daily basis through our constant contacts 
with the PLO leadership in Tunis. This information ts 
transmitted to the whole world and, in particular, to 
non-governmental organizations concerned with the Pal- 
estinian cause, to the international organizations con- 
cerned with human rights issues and to the UN itself. We 
also organized some positive actions, including a general 
strike that included all bar associations and causes in all 
Arab countries. A living example is the Egyptian Bar 
Association’s all-day strike, all-day rally aad a march 
organized by lawyers and a great number of jurists. 


There is also the role we played by sending a delegation, 
led by the federation’s secretary general, to the recent 
session of the UN Human Rights Commission in Gen- 
eva during which we graphically exposed the Nazi nature 
of the Zionist racist regime in Israel and its barbaric 
repressive practices against citizens who are leading a 
lawful struggle based on international legitimacy and 
international law. Moreover, we have an ongoing pro- 
gram that escalates with the uprising, influencing it and 
being influenced by its progress and development. 


[Question] How did the Arab Lawyers’ Federation uti- 
lize the political seminars in Cairo as a form of support 
for the Palestinian uprising? 


{ Answer] One item in a long plan to support the uprising 
was our decision to hold a seminar on racism and 
Zionism in Cairo on 18, 19 and 20 March. March 21 ts 
an international anti-apartheid day which we usually 
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celebrate with the United Nations and its agencies and 
with international and Arab non-governmental organi- 
zations. This day is dedicated to supporting the struggle 
in South Africa against the apartheid regime and, based 
on our conviction that the two racist regimes in South 
Africa and Israel are similar, indeed identical, in view of 
recent escalation in the Palestinian uprising, to shed 
more light on the uprising on this day while correlating 
between the struggle in South Africa and Palestine and 
the methods and repressive nature of the two racist 
regimes in South Africa and Israel. The seminar will be 
attended by the African Political Science Association, 
the Arab Political Science Association, the PLO Pales- 
tinian Planning Center, representatives from the Arab 
Studies and Research Institute, the AL-AHRAM Strate- 
gic and Political Studies Center and the Arab Lawyers’ 
Federation’s Arab anti-Apartheid committee, in addi- 
tion to a number of international figures concerned with 
the Palestinian cause and with the Arab and African 
Struggle movement in general. 


We chose this time because we have included in our 
agenda support for the uprising and for the PLO, which 
is leading, promoting and organizing the uprising, so that 
we may show solidarity with and give depth to the 
uprising. Our solidarity with the uprising is not only 
prompted by Israel’s violation of basic Palestinian rights, 
but is a manifestation of a deeper concern, namely the 
existence of a racist regime, the Zionist regime, in Israel 
depriving the Palestinian people of their inalienable 
rights: their right to repatriation, self-determination and 
the establishment of an independent state. The purpose 
of the seminar is to intensify and firmly implant our 
solidarity and cohesion with the uprising so that our 
voice may be heard by those who are struggling within it. 


[Question] Within the framework of this activity under- 
iaken by the Arab Lawyers’ Federation, a seminar was 
held in Cairo a few days ago to discuss with Palestinian, 
Egyptian and Arab parties the idea of a Palestinian 
government-in-exile. How do you assess the significance 
of this action at the current stage? 


[Answer] First, we support the idea that all efforts 
presently must focus on the uprising and no voice shall 
rise above that of the uprising. Nonetheless, we are well 
aware that the liberation struggle does not move in one 
direction and our concern with the uprising does not 
preclude us from using reason and thought in all Pales- 
tinian National Liberation movement tasks. And since 
this subject has been officially brought up and is being 
debated, we decided to state our opinion through the 
seminar we heid under the auspices of the federation’s 
general secretariat and its Legal Research and Studies 
Center. The unanimous opinion was that it was not the 
right time to raise this issue and this matter is not being 
discussed presently for such a discussion would be det- 
rimental, both at the international and popular levels, 
and would preoccupy people with an unsolvable prob- 
lem. Moreover, the international status and interna- 
tional legitimacy the PLO has acquired through blood 
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and sweat and a long struggle as the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian people is more than 
enough and is in need of additional support in these 
circumstances rather than talk about a government-in- 
exile or a transitional government and so forth. Our role 
now 1s tO support the uprising and the PLO and to 
highlight the leading position and the leading rule the 
PLO is playing in rallying the Palestinian pecole inter- 
nally and externally around the Arab nation for the sake 
of defeating American-Zionist designs. 


[Question] In view of the important role you are playing 
in the Arab political arena via the Arab Lawyers’ Feder- 
ation, how do you assess the initiatives that have been 
put forth to settle the Palestinian problem? 


{ Answer] The uprising, with its scope, depth and inten- 
sity, provides an adequate answer to your question. 
Events in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip staged by 
our people there do not permit any initiative to be put 
forth without international legitimacy ratified by the 
international community, namely adherence to the 
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people in accordance 
with UN resolutions: the right to repatriation, self- 
determination and the establishment of a Palestinian 
State under the leadership of the PLO. The Arab-Israeli 
conflict must be considered at the present time by an 
international conference under UN supervision and no 
concessions whatsoever ought to be made in this regard. 
Anything short of that is harmful to the entire Arab and 
Palestinian resurgence and throws cold water on the 
uprising. I am totally convinced that there is no future 
possibility, to say nothing of current reality, of holding 
an international conference in accordance with the UN's 
vision and to the benefit of the Palestinians and the Arab 
nation in its struggle against Israel. Therefore, and since 
the balance of power is tilting against us, any talk at this 
time or even a conference held at this point will not yield 
the desired results. So, let things interact further, and let 
us intensify our struggle and achieve greater Arab soli- 
darity, greater Arab popular cohesion and greater sup- 
port for the uprising. And when the balance of power tilts 
in favor of the Arab struggle, talk about these initiatives 
may be beneficial. In the meantime, anything coming out 
of the American camp in my opinion ought to be rejected 
so long as we label America as the strategic ally of Israel, 
this nation’s number-one enemy. Everyone is aware of 
America’s position, the one that lends unqualified sup- 
port to Israel. A few days ago, the entire world commu- 
nity rose in condemnation of Israe’ while the United 
States used the veto to protect it and 1s still supporting it 
with arms and political support in the Unuted Nations in 
compliance with the wishes of the Zionist lobby, closing 
down the PLO’s UN offices in contravention of interna- 
tional law and the UN Headquarters agreement. There- 
fore, I believe that Shultz’s recent visits to the region 
were only aimed, as Abu ‘Ammar said, at liquidating and 
crushing the uprising to stop it from reaching its full 
potential and achieving its natural goals. 


[Question] But the evolutionary process suggests that the 
uprising must be exploited politically with a view to 
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attaining the rights of the Palestinian people. In your 
view, what is the best way to exploit it politically in the 
international community? 


[Answer] I am not against political action in the inter- 
national arena and international organizations, but we 
must set an irrevocable minimal position because, oth- 
erwise, all the results we hope to obtain from this process 
would be nullified. Things will develop in our favor as 
the uprising grows and we must not be hasty, for that 
would stand in the way of regaining all our rights. We are 
ready to negotiate and sit in the United Nations to 
negotiate with world opinion or with all parties in an 
international conference sponsored by the United 
Nations in accordance with resolutions passed by the 
international community. This I accept, but anything 
beyond that is unacceptable. We will remain in our 
places, struggling. The Palestinian people and the Arab 
nation h.ve boundless capabilities which, if allowed to 
proceed in a positive and serious manner, will change the 
balance of power and achieve what the international will 
and the international community have sanctioned. 


[Question] i your percepticn, how can the serious 
escalation of Israeli violence in Palestine, the burning of 
children and the breaking of bones be confronted? 


[Answer] The fact is that the Palestinian leadership, 
inside and outside the occupied territories, is an experi- 
enced and talented leadership that has demonsrated 
great ability. At this point, it is satisfied with confronting 
aggression, repression and barbarous Israeli bonc- 
breaking actions against children and women with rocks 
and Molotovs. At the proper time, this leadership will 
intensify its tactics and use other weapons. Hence, we 
must leave it up to the Palestinian leadership to deter- 
mine the time, the kinds of weapons, what new tactics 
are to be used and how the Palestinian revolution ought 
to develop internally. Externally, we must intensify our 
relations and contacts abroad with international organi- 
zations and governments to expose further these repres- 
Sive practices, to effect a greater level of solidarity with 
the Palestinian struggle movement and to lend it mate- 
rial support. 


[Question] The need to lend material support to the 
Palestinian uprising, rather than Arab peoples and gov- 
ernments being content with merely issuing statements, 
is currently being discussed. What is the minimal level 
needed to lend material support to the uprising? 


[Answer] The minimal level is that every man and 
woman on Arab soil give everything they can to effect a 
kind of social solidarity with Palestinian families in the 
occupied Palestinian land. This matter requires organi- 
zation and we, as the Arab Lawyers’ Federation, have 
organized a committee with Egyptian parties and unions 
and have offered half of what we have to support the 
uprising. Bar associations in every Arab country are now 
moving to form fund-raising committees to collect 
money for Palestinian families inside the territories. 


NEAR EAST 


{Question} What kind of Arab cooperation is required at 
this stage to support the Palestinian uprising? 


[Answer] I believe that the Palestinian demand to hold 
an Arab summit will be beneficial because the momen- 
tum the uprising has created will render the next sum- 
mit, should it be held, a positive one. Arab popular 
action is equally important. We have submitted a work- 
ing paper to our permanent office’s upcoming meeting 
on the uprising regarding the rescusitation of two issues: 


First, endeavors to revive the Arab front which is asso- 
ciated with the Palestinian revolution. 


Second, revival of a network of Arab non-governmental 
organizations along the lines of their international coun- 
terparts to work hand in hand for the sake of drumming 
up international support for and solidarity with the 
uprising. 


[Question] It is common knowledge that the primary 
cause of the Arab Lawyc;s’ Federation is support of Arab 
human rights everywhere. What is the federation doing 
to defend Palestinian human rights in international 
organizations such as Amnesty International and others? 


[Answer] We have an extensive network of internationai 
human rights organizations and maintain relations with 
legal organizations and Amnesty International which, in 
the past, was wary of dealing with the Palestinian ques- 
tion. We have been able to influence it to the extent that 
its address in the recent session of the UN Human Rights 
Commission meeting was the most important speech in 
favor of the cause. Amnesty International had refrained 
in the past from addressing the Palestinian issue or 
human rights violations in the occupied Arab territories. 
More importantly, we maintain close relations with the 
Early Warning Commission on Human Rights Viola- 
tions and Torture and are members of its board of 
directors. This is in addition to the federation’s regional 
network of local chapters in Arab capitals. We collect 
information on all human rights violations committed 
by Israel in the occupied territories which, in coopera- 
tion with the PLO, we pass on to these agencies. The 
Early Warning network is obiigated to disseminate this 
information all over the world. 


Another form of support is our utilization of UN forums 
in which we maiatain an advisory status that allows us to 
address the entire UN body to expose Israeli Nazi 
practices against Palestinian citizens. 
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Habash Discusses Relations With Syria, Peace 
Conference 
44040204a Kuwait AL-WATAN 12 Apr 88 p 19 


{Interview with George Habash, Secretary General of 
Popular Front for Liberation of Palestine, by Rashid 
K hashanah: “Habash: The Important Thing Is the Con- 
tinued Unity of the Palestinian Position”] 
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[Text] Dr George Habash, secretary general of the Pop- 
ular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, said that if the 
Palestinian position remained unified the people’s upris- 
ing would be a new beginning not just for the Palestinian 
revolution but also for the Arab nation and the Arab 
national liberation movement. In an exclusive interview 
he gave to AL-WATAN in Tunisia, he added that the 
PLO’s problem with Syria is related to the fact that Syria 
does not attach the necessary importance to the Pales- 
tinian national movement's role in the national libera- 
tion struggle and believes that it 1s possible to compen- 
sate for 10,000 Palestinian fighting men by forming a 
new division subordinate to the Syrian military com- 
mand. 


Habash stressed that the uprising would not result in 
transcending the framework of the international confer- 
ence as the most appropriate solution to the Palestinian 
cause, adding that the tours of Shultz, Philip Habib and 
Murphy in the region were aimed at thwarting the 
uprising politically and that these maneuvers were des- 
tined for failure. 


Herewith is the text of the interview: 


[Question] What about Shultz’ new tour in the area? Will 
it result in a rapprochement with the PLO? What are the 
uprising’s repercussions on the American position vis-a- 
vis the Palestine cause? 


[Answer] The uprising, with its various implications, has 
made the adversary camp—lIsrael, Zionism. imperialism 
and Arab reaction—tremble Defore this continuous 
uprising, its escalation and its repercussions on the Arab 
Stage. Therefore a firm decision was made by all the 
parties to the adversary camp to end this uprising as soon 
as possible. 


He went on, “Israel, as one of the parties to this adver- 
sary camp, has taken upon its shoulders the burden of 
extinguishing this uprising through suppression, repres- 
sion and terror. Anyone monitoring the Israeli authori- 
ties’ measures will realize that Israel has not spared any 
means to put out this uprising immediately and quickly. 
I do not believe that I need to enumerate all the tech- 
niques Israel has used, and is expected to use in the 
coming days, to repress the uprising. The enemies’ camp 
is afraid that in spite of all the techniques of repression 
Israel might not succeed in suppressing the uprising. 
America realizes this, and therefore the American 
Administration has taken upon itself to play the role of 
extinguishing the uprising by means of political maneu- 
vers. The American Administration tells the Zionists 
and Israel, ‘Hurry up and end this uprising as soon as 
possible.” Right now, it is playing the role of accom- 
plisher, that is, thwarting the uprising through political 
maneuvers and initiatives. This is what explains the 
arrival of Shultz, America’s secretary of state, three 
times in the region, Philip Habib’s advent twice and 
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Murphy's three times, and explains the activities of 
Murphy's deputy, Cluverius, on the West Bank, to 
persuade a number of non-nationalist Palestinian figures 
to meet with Shultz. 


“In addition to Israel's repressive role and the American 
Administration’s devious role in the context of political 
maneuvers and the mobilizations, there are pressures on 
the PLO to accept the Jordanian option. I believe that 
the American Administration knows that it can reach tts 
objectives through the role of America’s Arabs. Don’t 
forget that the 1936 strike in Palestine, and the revolu- 
tion, which is a prominent milestone in the history of the 
Palestinian national struggle, were aborted by the Arab 
regimes at that time. In any case, between 1936 and 1988 
the Palestinian masses have suffered a long, bitter expe- 
rience, so that it is impossible for the same mistake to be 
repeated.” 


Maneuvers Such as Repression Are at a Dead End 


Dr Habash went on, “I believe, as events have so far 
demonstrated, that as Israel has failed to extinguish the 
uprising through repression, the American Administra- 
tion will fail to extinguish it through political maneuvers, 
for a very simple reason which the whole world knows, 
which is that the Palestine cause 1s the essence of the 
Middle East crisis. The whole world knows that the 
Palestine Liberation Organization ts the Palestinian peo- 
ple’s sole legitimate representative and the whole world 
a!so knows that these people will not agree to be treated 
as a |0th-class people, or even as a second-class people. 
These people have their national rights, including the 
establishment of their independent country. When 
Shultz comes and says ‘No to the Palestine Liberation 
Organization! No to the independent Palestinian coun- 
try!’ I believe that he knows inside himself that this kind 
of talk will not solve the crisis or constitute a just 
resolution to the Palestine cause. 


“We now have an uprising and this uprising has a unified 
command totally connected to the PLO. This political 
command of the uprising knows and will know how to 
thwart the Israeli schemes of repression, how to thwart 
the deceptive American initiatives and how to counter 
attempts by Arab reactionaries to extinguish the uprising 
through deceitful techniques. The important thing 1s that 
the Palestinian position remain united and in this case I 
can guarantee you that the uprising will constitute the 
beginning of a new history not just for the Palestine 
revolution but also for the Arab nation and the Arab 
national liberation movement.” 


The Connection Between Those Inside Israel and Those 
Outside 


[Question] The Khalisah operation which a guerrilla 
group from the People’s Front carried out recently raises 
a number of questions on the type of connection between 
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armed action and mass action in the context of the 
escalation of the uprising. How are you ordering your 
priorities during this phase? 


[Answer] Before all else let me assert that it is wrong to 
pit the armed struggle against all the other patterns of 
struggle. The restoration of Palestine will require mili- 
tary action totally connected with mass action, political 
action and diplomatic action. Why should we raise 
military action as if it was in a state of contradiction with 
the other forms of struggle? We do “ot agree, either, to 
pit Palestine domestic action against national action. 


He went on, “If we review Palestinian and Arab strategy 
in the confrontation with Israel, Zionism and imperial- 
ism during the past 40 years, we would find that one of 
the errors to which we succumbed was the failure to take 
a comprehensive view regarding this struggle. We do not 
agree to pit Palestinian domestic action against national 
action and we do not agree to pit armed struggle against 
political, diplomatic and mass action. We do not agree to 
place our struggle outside Palestine as it existed in the 
periods which preceded the uprising as if it were in 
conflict with Palestinian action on the inside. We have to 
set out a strategy which will take the role of all the 
Palestinian communities without exception § into 
account. The role of the Arabs of the 1948 area is 
interconnected with the struggle of the West Bank and 
Gaza and it is also interconnected with our struggle in 
the areas of the diaspora, Jordan and Syria. After that, 
we should take the armed struggle in its totality, that 1s, 
interconnected with political, mass and diplomatic 
activity, then take all of Palestinian national action with 
all these diverse forms interconnected with the national 
factor, then take Palestinian domestic action and Arab 
national action interconnected with the internationalist 
link. 


“Now, after 40 years of struggle with the Israeli enemy, 
we have come to be in need of such clarity, that is, a new 
strategy of confrontation where we will take the lessons 
of 40 years, not to say 100 years, that is, the history of the 
Zionist onslaught, into account.” 


[Question] It has been remarked that the Palestine 
resistance has gradually been losing since 1970 and the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon has eliminated the main 
portion of its infrastructure, and you say ‘The Arab 
governments in the countries surrounding Israel feel 
without exception, regardless of their position on the 
map, that the Palestine revolution is a burden on them.’ 
How is it possible to remedy this difficult situation in a 
manner that will guarantee that the ember of struggle 
survives without diverting the resistance with side strug- 
gles? 


[Answer] For this stage our masses on the inside have 
given the answer, by which I mean that the uprising now 
underway in occupied Palestine has declared the Pales- 
tinian people’s determination to continue with their 
revolution no matter what the obstacles and difficulties 
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might be. However, in the long run we cannot attain our 
fixed national goals, in particular the strategic goal of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, unless the Palestine 
revolution relies on its bases of support, then on Hanoi 
[as published], in order to continue the process of 
liberation. In this context, the task no longer 1s just that 
of the Palestine revolution but becomes the task of the 
forces of the Arab national liberation movement, espe- 
cially in the encirclement countries. This is what we as a 
people’s front are striving toward and what the PLO 
must strive toward. 


He went on, “Those who want to encircle us are the Arab 
regimes. As for the Arab peoples, the great people of 
Egypt, the Jordanian people and all the Arab peoples, 
they consider that the Palestine cause is their central 
cause and these masses sense the threat the Zionist 
movement represents to their security and sovereignty. 
Consequently, time has gone on and the Palestine revo- 
lution will become strengthened in solidarity, and I hope 
that that will take place as soon as possible, along with 
the Egyptian, Jordanian and Lebanese national move- 
ment and with the Syrian masses, in order to overcome 
jointly all the obstacles that prevent all the powers of the 
Arab nation from being unleashed to eliminate this 
threat which the Zionist cancer represents.” 


The PLO and Syria 


[Question] Syria is the only theater where a regime 
allows the resistance an overt armed presence, however 
limited. However, there are constantly problems in Pal- 
estinian-Syrian relations, the most recent of which was 
the arrest of Salah Salah, member of the Popular Front’s 
political bureau. How can this relationship be dealt with 
in a manner serving the central cause? 


[Answer] First of all, the overt Palestinian military 
phenomenon and the armed resistance are still in being 
not just on the Syrian stage but also on the Lebanese 
Stage as well. What Israel sought from the 1982 war and 
the invasion was not realized, since Israel sought the 
elimination of the Palestine resistance’s infrastructure in 
full from the invasion. Now, as the world knows, Pales- 
tinian fighting men are present in the South and are 
present in Sidon ard in the Beirut camps, and they also 
exist in the al-Biga’ and in the north. 


He added, “As regards the difficulties that exist as a 
result of the unnatural relations between Syria and the 
Palestine Liberation Organization, we in the Popular 
Front consider that the road to that is to work with 
perseverance, indeed great perseverance, in order to 
rectify this relationship. Here I need to point out that the 
Palestine revolution and the Syrian regime are in the 
same trench, by which I mean that they are in a single 
position against imperialism, Zionism and Israel, and 
that causes our view of the relationship with the Syrian 
regime to differ from our view of the relationship with 
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Camp David and the Jordanian regime. As a conse- 
quence, the nature of our problem with it is different 
from our problem with the other Arab regimes surround- 
ing Palestine. 


“Our problem with Syria lies in the Syrian view of the 
PLO and this organization’s role in the liberation strug- 
gle. The spokesman of the Syrian regime, in the light of 
the strategy it is following, by which I mean the strategy 
of military balance for the confrontation of Israel, says, 
‘What is the value of 10,000 Palestinian fighting men? I 
can compensate for them by forming a new division 
which is directly subordinate to the command of the 
Syrian military leadership.” Thus our problem with Syria 
is that it does not give the role of the Palestine national 
movement, indeed, the special role of the Palestine 
national movement in the national struggle of liberation, 
the necessary importance.” 


He went on, ““We are in agreement with our brothers in 
Syria that the struggle for the liberation of Palestine is a 
pan-Arab one and not one that is peculiar to the Pales- 
tinian people. We agree with Syria on the importance of 
the pan-Arab role and Syria’s role in this liberation 
struggle, but we do not agree that this national view of 
the struggle should lead to the elimination of the special 
Palestinian national role in the liberation struggle, a role 
which by the nature of the case is united with the 
pan-Arab role.” 


The Most Appropriate of Solutions 


I told Dr Habash, “Some months ago you pointed out 
‘The international conference is the most appropriate of 
solutions.’ Has the uprising led to a modification in this 
position?” 


He answered, “I do not believe that the uprising has 
transcended the international conference, as some Pal- 
estinian leaders say. Why? The international conference 
is the ‘mechanism,’ that is, the machinery laid out by us 
and by our internationalist friends, for carrying out the 
Palestine Liberation Organization’s tentative objective, 
namely, achieving the goal of repatriation, self-determi- 
nation and establishment of the independent Palestinian 
country. I believe that we still will require a period of 
struggle in order to arrive at such a goal, in order to 
proceed from that to the possibility of realizing the 
strategic goal, and we support the international confer- 
ence because it will make it possible for the first time for 
us, for the world and for the majority of the member 
countries of the United Nations to be on our side in 
regard to this slogan, the slogan of repatriation, self- 
determination and establishment of an independent Pal- 
estinian state. We are in the most pressing need of such 
an internationalist link, which will help us arrive at this 
goal. The international conference will give us an oppor- 
tunity to tell the whole world, to tell the capitalist 
countries and at the same time the socialist countries, 
‘You took a decision in 1948 to establish the state of 
Israel, and you imagined that this country just wanted to 
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live in peace with the other countries of the region.” We 
want to tell them, ‘Come see what has happened. What 
has happened is that this country, which you had con- 
sidered was a peace-loving country, consists of a cancer, 
or a cancerous octopus, which wants to devour the whole 
region.” Therefore it is in our interest to bring in the 
internationalist link through the international confer- 
ence, so that it will help us realize the tentative goal, 
because, in the event the tentative goal is realized—the 
goal of repatriation, self-determination and establish- 
ment of an independent state—we will be in a stronger 
position to continue the realization of the strategic goal. 
If this conference does not lead to the realization of the 
tentative goal because of Israel’s obstinacy, which is 
what I expect, because it is difficult for me to imagine 
that Israel will agree to repatriation, self-determination 
and establishment of an independent Palestinian state, 
in this case, we will guarantee that the world will stay on 
our side in this struggle with which we have been 
afflicted, our struggle with Israel and imperialism.” 


I asked, “Voices have risen within the resistance in light 
of some Jewish forces’ position regarding the uprising, 
demanding a dialogue with the ‘forces of the Israeli left’ 
and the development of relations with them. This is an 
old approach which emerged before the uprising. What is 
your view regarding this option?” 


He said, “Israeli society in general, as a result of the 
uprising, is he: ding to the right, and Israeli public 
opinion polls atter the uprising point to the growth of 
influence not just of the Likud but also of the forces that 
stand to the right of it, | mean Tehiya, Kahane and the 
other right-wing forces. As to the Jewish democratic 
forces supporting our legitimate rights at this stage, the 
right to establish the independent Palestinian country, 
these are insignificant forces and we must not go to 
excess in evaluating the magnitude of these forces.” 


He went on, “Following this stipulation, it is our duty to 
mobilize any force which supports us, if only tentatively. 
However, we in the Popular Front put a dividing line 
between the democratic Jewish forces which fight Zion- 
ism and the forces which still insist, indeed sometimes 
boast, that they are Zionists. To all this it should be 
added that we fear, and still do fear, that the PLO’s 
contacts with Jewish forces, unless these forces are 
democratic and anti-Zionist, will be taken as a pretext 
for contacting the Likud or the Mapai. For this reason, in 
the latest session of the National Council, we took a 
specific well-known position vis-a-vis this subject.” 
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Iran Establishes New Palestinian Group To 
Compete With PLO 

44000086 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 6 May 88 p 3 
[Article by Dalya Sharon] 


[Text] Iran is in the advanced stages of establishing a 
largely Palestinian group which wiil replace or compete 
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with the secular laedership of Yasir “Arafat in southern 
Lebanon and the territories, to be headed by a *Pales- 
tinian Ayatollah,” reported intelligence sources in Lon- 
don. 


In the ‘Arafat - al-Asad meeting of 24 April, ‘Arafat 
requested the help of President al-Asad, who had been 
troubled by the expansion of Islamic fundamentalism, in 
delaing with pressure from Iran. Prior to the ‘Arafat - 
al-Asad meeting, the Iranian Forign Minister ‘Ali Akbar 
Velayati, arrived in Damascus and suggested to al-Asad 
that he join the leadership of the new group. Sources 
claim that al-Asad did not ress.7d affirmatively to 
either of them. 


According to intelligence information, the following 
organizers of the group convened in Tehran on | 3 April: 
Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati, Chairman of the “Islamic 
Propaganda Organization,” which handles the pro-Ira- 
nian groups in Lebanon, ‘imad Mughaniyah, former 
head of the Islamic Jihad in Lebanon and a member of 
the “Force 17” commando unit of Fatah, Ahmad Jibril, 
head of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
several heads of the pro-Iranian Abu Musa organization, 
an Abu Nidal representative, and two leaders of the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad, Shaykh Ibrahim Hani and 
Shaykh Asad Tamini who was expelled from Hebron in 
1967. Jannati, who implied that he spoke in the name of 
Ayatollah Khomeyni, declared that Iran wants to help 
the Palestinians establish themselves in Lebanon and to 
advance the struggle against the Israeli occupation in the 
territories and the Gaza strip. Iran wants to establish 
leadership for uprisings in the Biqa’ valley, under Syrian 
protection, which will work with the Islamic Jihad in the 
territories and Gaza and try to depose ‘Arafat and Fatah. 


Jannati mentioned the names of four Palestinian Sunni 
religious leaders (not Shiites like the Iranians), who were 
deported from the territories, and said that in May he 
will travel to London and will stay there until the new 
group 1s established and operating. Hizballah has already 
begun distributing leaflets defaming ‘Arafat, and, for the 
first time, carrying articles by the four Palestinian Sunni 
leaders. 


EGYPT 


Foreign Ministry Legal Section Head Discusses 
Tabah Problem 

45040098 London AL-HAWADITH in Arabic 

25 Mar 88 pp 35, 36 


[Interview with Ambassador Ahmad Mahir by Usamah 
‘Ajjaj] 

[Excerpts] The Tabah problem has taken over the spot- 
light again, after the end of the court of inquiry’s tour of 
the disputed region, and the time has come for the oral 


arguments by the Egyptian and Israeli sides in mid- 
March. 
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AL-HAWADITH met in Cairo with Ambassador Ahmad 
Mahir, head of the legal division in Egypt’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and head of its delegation to the Tabah 
court, who disclosed the main points of the American 
plan io solve the Tabah problem outside of the arbitra- 
tion process, why Egypt agreed to it, and why Israel 
rejected it. He responds to a perplexing question: What if 
Israel refuses to accept the verdict of the Tabah court if 
it is in favor of Egypt? 


[Question] First we would like to know the results 
produced by the field trip of the Tabah court to the 
disputed places there. 


[Answer] The truth is that during the arbitration and the 
arrival at an agreement regarding them, Egypt insisted 
that the duty of the board of arbitration include a field 
trip to the region. This is due to an important reason, 
which is that while the Egyptian arguments and docu- 
ments rely on the actual situation on the ground and are 
based on legal and geographic considerations, confirmed 
by the existence of places and border markings as Egypt 
pointed out and as they appear clearly, we find the 
opposite true in the locations where Israel claims the 
land. Therefore, Egypt believed and calculated that the 
court’s move and visit would be more clear than what is 
written in the official reports, and what we had antici- 
pated really happened. Even if I have no right to discuss 
the court’s impressions of the visit and its deductions 
from them, since this 1s basically the work of the judge, 
my personal impression is that it was useful from Egypt’s 
point of view. We were able to make clear to the court 
what we wanted to explain, and the committee also 
noticed the weakness of Israel's arguments. 


[Question] Did the visit of the committee and the Tabah 
court only include the border markers in Tabah, or did it 
extend to other disputed areas? 


[Answer] The committee visited the border markers in 
Tabah, at the location where the Egyptian marker and 
the two locations alleged by Israel to be border point 91 
are. The committee also visited some other areas in a 
helicopter. In the end, we were able to show its members 
the markers which we were eager to inspect. 


[Question] Let us ask about the sources of weaknesses 
and strengths in the Egyptian and Israeli positions on 
defining the border markers in Tabah. 


[Answer] Any visitor to the region notices that the 
geography of the location indicates that there are hills in 
the regions. The location that Egypt has marked 1s the 
highest hill, while Israel’s claimed location 1s in the 
valley, which indicates the first source of weakness of the 
Israeli position because geographically, border planners 
usually choose natural obstacles as a suitable place for 
borders. It is nonsensical to have a border line in the 
middle of the valley. By choosing two locations, Israel 
gives the impression that it does not know what it 1s 
talking about, that it does not know the exact location, 
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and that the suggested locations are, at best, mere 
estimates that have no basis. Egypt, however, chose a 
specific location and its rights to it are confirmed by all 
geographical and survey measurements and calculations. 


[Question] It seems that the battle of memoranda 
between Egypt and Israel was over after the three mem- 
oranda were presented. Preparations began for the oral 
proceedings. Could we know, now, the meaning of these 
memoranda, and what documentary Egyptian and 
Israeli proof is in their legal claim to Tabah? 


[Answer] I am not at liberty to disclose what is in these 
memoranda; they are still the property of the court and 
the proceedings are still going on. I can, however, com- 
pare what Egypt offered with what Israel offered in these 
memoranda. Egypt relied on documents and maps, geo- 
graphic calculations, historic precedents, and legal con- 
siderations. As for Israel, we have noticed that it resorted 
in its memoranda to a style that created a lot of smoke- 
screens, trying to create confusion with them to hide the 
real weakness of its argument. I may point to one 
extremely simple and indisputable Egyptian argument, 
which is that Israel in 1957, after the triple aggression, 
withdrew from all of the Sinai including the Tabah 
region and the other disputed regions and markers. This 
is the simplest argument that clearly shows there is no 
basis of truth in Israel’s claims. These are very new 
claims and they began after 1982 with the beginnii.g of 
the implementation of the Egyptian-Israeli treaty provi- 
sions, particularly in relation to the withdrawal from the 
Sinai. Within the framework of Israel’s arguments, we 
see arguments that are not affiliated with law or geogra- 
phy; among them, for example, that the Tabah region is 
the natural outlet for the port of Eilat. This argument is 
not accepted in the courts and has no historical prece- 
dents, except disgraceful ones. 


[Question] When are the results of the final verdict 
issued in the Tabah case? 


[Answer] It was decided that this will happen within 3 
months. 


[Question] What about the maps which Israel presented 
to try to claim its rights to Tabah? 


[Answer] If we discuss the subject of maps, I would like 
to say that the pre-1982 Israeli maps had placed Tabah 
and its region and the other areas inside the Egyptian 
borders. After that year, Israel modified its maps to place 
Tabah inside Israel. | have not seen any maps presented 
by Israel. It even started to sing a different tune, claiming 
that it was not arguing about Egypt’s sovereignty over 
Tabah, but it gives the word Tabah an unfounded 
geographic and natural meaning. It explains the word 
Tabah to mean part of an area. This shows that Israel 
fully realizes that it has no right to Tabah. 
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[Question] But Israel claims that the 1906 incident 
between Turkey and England, which Egypt relies on, was 
a military dispute and did not represent a normal situa- 
tion. 


[Answer] My reply to that is that the treaty specifies that 
the borders between Egypt and Israel are the same as 
those between Egypt and Palestine under the mandate. 
The important thing is the position of the markers at the 
beginning of the British mandate over Palestine. No one, 
neither Israel nor anyone else, claims that the situation 
has changed since 1922 . In fact, what Egypt is calling for 
is the situation as it was from 1922 until 1967 when 
Israel invaded the region. The UN resolutions, which are 
considered the basis for solving the Middle East prob- 
lem, stipulates the withdrawal of Israel from the lands it 
invaded in 1967. This would bring the situation back to 
1922, at the beginning of their withdrawal. 


[Question] You don’t think there is any interest in a 
question that may leave some sleepless, but we would not 
mind asking: What if Israel does not follow the court 
decisions if they are in favor of Egypt? 


[Answer] The court decision is binding. It is assumed 
that both parties will carry out the ruling with good 
intentions. However, if Israel refuses to carry out the 
ruling, this would go beyond the framework of arbitra- 
tion and this problem would become a problem in 
Egyptian-Israeli relations, to be added to the group of 
many problems in these relations. I believe that Israel is 
not able to risk not carrying out the ruling, because that 
would create a most dangerous political crisis between 
the two countries. The international community will also 
not permit non-compliance with the legal ruling, partic- 
ularly in an area where the two countries have resorted 
voluntarily to arbitration. 


[Question] What would the hotel situation be, if the 
ruling were in Egypt’s favor? 


[Answer] The hotel will become an Egyptian hotel and 
will be treated like any other Egyptian hotel in Cairo or 
Alexandria. It will not have any distinctive position. 


[Question] Do you think that the Israelis will have any 
tourist facilities in the Sinai? 


[Answer] Egypt follows a policy of providing tourist 
facilities there, but will not differentiate between Israeli 
and other tourists. At the same time, Israel will have no 
distinctive position in this or any other region in Egypt. 
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Minister of Electricity Discusses Future Problems, 
Supply : 

45040105a Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
20 Apr 88 p 3 


[Report on interview with Minister of Electricity and 
Energy Mahir Abazah by Riyad Tawfiq; date and place 
not given] 


[Excerpt] As Minister of Electricity and Energy Mahir 
Abazah explains, the thermal plants located in our 
country have begun working at maximum capacity. 
They, together with the High Dam, now give us 6,400 
megawatts. 


But the features of the problem we are experiencing, 
which will last for a full year—what do these look like? 


Engineer Mahir Abazah answers that this August will 
define the quantity of floodwater coming from the 
Upper Nile. If it is low, and if this leads to a drop in the 
water level below 147 meters, the turbines of the High 
Dam will stop and cause the loss of an important scurce 
of electricity. 


Even if the Nile flood is average or high, the Higk Dam 
turbines and Aswan Generating Plants | and 2 wii! not 
operate at full capacity. No matter how high the Nile 
flood may be, in a single year the water will not rise to tire 
166.5 meter level required to operate all the turbines of 
these generating stations. For that to take place, Provi- 
dence must give us a series of consecutive high Nile 
floods for 6 full years, so that the water in the Dam Lake 
can reach a level at which all the turbines can be 
operated. 


[Interviewer] However, should we wait for Providence to 
intervene and send us several Nilc floods to fill the High 
Dam Lake, so that afterwards we can rest assured that 
the lights will not go out? 


{Minister of Electricity and Energy] We have in fact 
beg:n to move. In terms of numbers, ‘moving’ means the 
purchase of 13 new thermal plants for rapid installation. 
We have in fact contracted for 9 generating plants, each 
with a capacity of 120 megawatts. We will contract for an 
additional 4 plants during this month. These plants will 
cost us 450 million Egyptian pounds. We have begun t’ 
instail 6 of these plants in Dumyat, 3 in South Cairo, and 
4 in al-Nubariyah. But they will only begin to give us 
electricity in a year’s time—in March 1989, to be exact. 
When they are working at full capacity, the total power 
they generate will be 1,560 megawatts. This power can 
counter all the uneasiness we now experience with every 
drop in water level at the High Dam. 


[Interviewer] But that will happen only an entire year 
from now. The question remains: What are we going to 
do during this year? The minister answers with a great 
deal of anxiety: 
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[Minister] Frankly, the situation is very critical this year. 
All I can do is to put into operation the reserves of the 
thermal plants, estimiated at 20 percent of their capacity. 
We have in faci begun this stage. The situation can now 
be handled, as long as consumption demands do not 
increase. Any increase in demand this year, or any 
decrease in the capacity of the High Dam and Aswan | 
and 2 electrical plants, will make the situation even more 
critical. The great fear is of a dangerous waste of elec- 
tricity during the month of Ramadan. 


I asked whether the fears concerned waste only during 
the month of Ramadan: 


[Interviewer] What about the dangerously prevalent 
stealing of electrical current in rural areas? What about 
unnecessary consumption of electrical power, sometimes 
going so far as lighting up cattle yards in certain areas not 
reached by the surveillance of the electricity police? 
What about electrically operated irrigation devices, 
when farmers could be guided to use oil operated irriga- 
tion machines to save electrical power (for which they 
pay an exorbitant price)? And the rural areas are now 
seeing many problems between farmers and the Ministry 
of Electricity about the price of electric bills. 


[Minister] The stealing of electricity does not exceed 
one-half percent of total electrical power. The real prob- 
lem lies in the waste that amounts to throwing power 
away. Switching to oil instead of electricity to operate 
agricultural machinery will lead to consumption of more 
of the oil that we export. 


[Interviewer] The oil exists, while the electricity does not 
exist. 


[Minister] Plenty of electricity will cxist in a year from 
now. 


[Interviewer] But the price of electricity has risen and 
has become a burden to the farmer who uses it in 
irrigation. One is led to ask whether the existence of 
plenty of electricity in a year’s time will lead to a 
decrease in its price—a price about which all domestic 
and industrial users have started to complain. 


Cutting short my dreams, the man said unequivocally: 


[Minister] something whose price has risen does not go 
back to the way it used to be. 


[Interviewer] But Egyptian househoids are complaining 
about the tremendous increase in electricity prices, as 
well as about the way bill charges accumulate, now that 
the meter reader’s visit has come to take place only on 
special occasions. 


[Minister] We have begun to send new statements to 
consumers, explaining to them the details of their situa- 
tion. They can easily learn how much electricity they 
have consumed and the price per kilowatt hour of each 
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bracket. There are no longer mistakes in the bills. Home 
consumption, however, is increasing, and this is making 
bills rise into high rate brackets. Reading meters has 
become a real problem for the Ministry of Electricity. 
We increased the number of meter readers in Cairo alone 
from 650 to 850, so that readings will not pile up. The 
problem is that most houses, especially in Cairo and 
Alexandria, are locked after the woman goes out to work 
or after the help leave. This makes it difficult for the 
meter reader to read the meter, unless he happens to find 
someone in the apartment. 


To overcome the problem of reading the meter, the 
ministry is now discussing a number of devices for 
reading the ineter even if no one is in the apartment. 
This will be done in one of two ways: either by putting 
the meter outside the apartment, or by using a new 
computer-like device (the idea is to run a wire from the 
meter to a piece of metal placed on the door of the 
apartment; when the device carried by the meter reader 
is placed on this piece of metal, it can take a reading). 
The device is now being implemented in most countries 
of Europe and America. It completely solves the meter 
reading probleni, but it is expensive. 


[Interviewer] But what if meter readers tried to visit 
homes from noon to evening? Then they would certainly 
find some member of the family in the apartment. The 
idea might succeed, and it could save the cost of these 
devices. 


[Minister] Interior Ministry orders were for the meter 
reader to come by in the morning, or not later than 5 pm, 
for security reasons. 


Regarding the electricity cut-offs that dismay families 
during the months of tests and study and that give 
electrical appliances “heart failure,” Engineer Mahir 
Abazah said: 


[Minister] Operation rooms have been set up to receive 
complaints for the repair of any electricity interruption, 
as well as 24-hour shifts to repair any outages. 


[Interviewer] Will new sources for generating electricity 
rescue us? 


[Minister] There is now a proposal to generate electricity 
from windmills. Each of them can generate 100 kilowatts 
of power. They would be located on the north coast and 
on the coast of the Red Sea. 


A test of these generators is now underway, but we will 
not begin using them for another 2 years. 


Also, the 70-megawatt Isna power plant is being con- 
structed at the Isna aqueducts. 
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Implementation of the Qattarah Depression project 
remains under study. Its cost would be very high, and a 
study is needed regarding the danger of water pressure 
and its effect in causing earthquakes, as well as regarding 
the effect of the water in raising the ground water level. 


[Interviewer] At a time of increasingly loud warnings 
about any increase in electricity consumption that might 
lead to the cutting off of current in other places and to 
the lights going out, the stealing of electricity (its features 
give a picture of the size of the problems that have in fact 
been curbed) defines the extent to which this energy is 
wasted and calls for a resolute stand against these thefts. 
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Jihad Members Arrested Before Holiday Prayers 
45000077 Cairo AL-SHA'B in Arabic 3 May 88 p 3 


[Text] The arrests of Jihad Organization members have 
begun to go into full swing in order to prevent the 
holding of holiday prayers in ‘Abdin Square. [This] is 
under an ordinance obtained by Shaykh Hafiz Salamah 
which included the arrests in the ‘Ayn Shams and 
Imbabah districts, some governorates such as al-Minu- 
fiyah, al-Mansurah and, of course, Asyut. 


Electricity Minister Calls for Measures To Fight 
Power Shortage 

45000078B Cairo EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 
6 May 88 p 2 


[Text] The Minister of Electricity and Energy, Mr. Mahir 
‘Abaza, stated on Wednesday that the shortage in elec- 
tricity poduced by the High Dam power station has 
reached 650 megawatts, adding that the shortage is 
expected to reach 900 megawatts by next May if the level 
of the water behind the dam drops to 150 meters. 


During the meeting of the Operations Room, the minis- 
ter called upon all bodies concerned to complete repair 
work for all power stations. He further ordered them to 
operate all the turbine unit stations so that the stations 
will operate at full capacity, without any reserve capac- 
ity, which usually represent 20 percent of the output of 
each station, to confront the severe shortage in electricity 
produced by the low water levels. 


The Chairman of the Electrification Authority for Rural 
Areas, Mr. Taha al-Safti, stated that the minister has 
called upon the public to lower electricity consumption 
in order to keep productive sites running. 


Oil Discovered in Western Desert 
45000078C Cairo EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 
6 May 88 p 2 


[Text] GSS—Prospecting now being carried out by the 
‘Agiba Oil Company in the Western Desert area of 
Malihah has resulted in an oil find while drilling the trial 
hole Falak II. 
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Tests, which have been conducted 12,000 feet deep in 
the Jurassic sand, showed that there is light oil of 
extremely high quality, equal to the best in the world. 
The amount of oil discovered is estimated at 3,000 
barrels, in addition to more than 14 million cubic feet of 


gas. 


The importance of this find lies in the fact that it will 
increase the oil reserves in the Western Desert. 


Additional exploration will be carried out to evaluate the 
amount of oil present in this field and study the possi- 
bility of operating the field as soon as possible and 
linking it with the unfied oil piplines in the Western 
Desert. 


Seminar on Petroleum Profits Recommends 
Investment Strategies 

45040105b Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
20 Apr 88 p 5 


[Article by Safa’ Jamal-al-Din] 


[Text] During the last 8 years, petroleum profits have 
decreased. While they were about $210 billion in 1980, 
in 1987 they were $43 billion. With burgeoning Arab 
indebtedness and the exposure of Arab wealth and 
surpluses to loss and danger, it has become necessary to 
look for a pan-Arab strategy capable of facilitating the 
optimal use of petroleum profits in the future, thus 
serving the needs of real development at the Arab 
regional level. 


On this basis, the seminar on Arab petroleum profit 
investment in the eighties was held. It was organized by 
the Center for Economic and Financial Research and 
Studies, and was chaired by Dr Hana’ Khayr-al-Din. In 
the course of 3 days, the seminar discussed a number of 
studies and papers, all aimed at analyzing the uses of 
monetary surpluses during the seventies and observing 
the variables that have influenced the size of petroleum 
profits during the eighties. Among the most important of 
these were the industrialized countries’ policies of 
decreasing their consumption and thereby increasing the 
oil supply; the oil countries’ inability to absorb petro- 
leum profits and invest them within the Arab region; and 
the expenditure of these profits on weapons and conspic- 
uous luxury consumption. The recent decrease of petro- 
leum prices has had financial effects on the budgets of 
Arab governments, which have turned to supplementary 
resources to compensate for the decrease in petroleum 
profits. For all these reasons, policies for adjusting to the 
new situation have been accompanied by weakened 
economic development. In general, the prevailing con- 
viction at the seminar was that the development of 
economic relations between the Arab states could offer a 
new Strategy for the optimal exploitation of Arab wealth, 
provided that there is coordination in the areas of 
manufacturing and industrial investment, encourage- 
ment of mutual transfer of work force and capital, and 
exchange of goods and services. 


NEAR EAST 


The Proposed Strategy 


In light of the preceding developments, the studies 
examined elements of Arab strategies aimed at improv- 
ing the way that Arab countries specialize in raw mate- 
rials or strategic industries, by establishing strong pro- 
ductive structures capable of confronting external 
fluctuations by diversifying sources of income. 


The most important elements of the strategy are as 
follows: 


—Concentrating on food industries in the agricultural 
countries of the Arab region, relying on the abundance of 
land and labor in these countries, with the petroleum 
countries providing a source of energy and needed 
funding. 


—Establishing industries in the petroleum regions to 
manufacture requisites for agricultural production. 


-—Establishing developed financial centers in the oil 
regions, as well as centers for advanced scientific infor- 
mation and studies. 


—Local governments in the agricultural countries should 
foster the development and modernization of the agri- 
cultural sector. In return, local governments in the petro- 
leum countries should foster the development of petro- 
chemical industries, which are the most important 
modern industries from an Arab point of view. 


A Limited Price Increas: 


While the papers of the seminar agreed that there are 
useful lessons to be learned about investment of petro- 
leum profits, predictions about the future price level 
differed. One faction expects the price over the next 10 
years to range between $18 and $25 a barrel; another 
faction thinks there will be a large decrease in this figure. 


Development in Egypt 


Besides the above studies, the seminar included a series 
of studies containing a comprehensive view of the use of 
petroleum profits in development in Egypt. These stud- 
ies pointed to the negative aspects of past Arab invest- 
ments in Egypt—their meagerness, and the small portion 
of them directed toward the areas of industrial invest- 
ment important in Egypt. 


These studies presented a number of suggestions for 
attracting Arab investments. Among the most important 
of these were: 


—Drawing up projects that would offer the Arab inves- 
tor profit and a portion of the production; amendment of 
the Law to Encourage Arab and Foreign Investment 
(Law 1974/43) so as to provide a suitable climate for 
attracting investments which are consistent with the 
national interest. 
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—-Firmly implanting the principle of economic integra- 
tion between countries with a surplus and those with a 
deficit. Arab deficit countries would prepare an appro- 
priate economic climate and offer guarantees to Arab 
capital. The deficit countries would also provide the 
necessary work force for economic integration projects, 
in return for funds that the oil countries with surpluses 
would offer. 


—The Egyptian government should propose to the 
petroleum countries projects of varying size by means of 
serious studies and the signature of the appropriate 
authorities. Also, the absorption capacity of the Egyptian 
economy must be strengthened by improving the funda- 
mental structures necessary for the development process. 
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— Shipyard To Build 16,000-Ton Cargo 
ips 

45000078A Cairo EGYPTIAN GAZETTE in English 
5 May 88 p 3 


[Text] The Alexandria Ship-building Yard will soon start 
to build two multi-purpose cargo ships with a capacity of 
16,000 tons each, which will join the Egyptian commer- 
cial fleet, said the Chairman of the ship-building yard, 
Mr. Salah-al-Din ‘Umar. 


Mr. ‘Umar pointed out that the two new ships will be 
built following the latest development in this field and 
that the ships will be provided with modern equipment 
to facilitate the transport of almost all types of goods. 


He moreover said that Alexandria ship-building yard has 
recently delivered two similar ships with a capacity of 
12,800 tons each to the Egyptian commercial fleet, and 
that work is currently in full swing to build two small 
cargo ships with a capacity of 3,000 tons each. He added 
that the first ship will be delivered next August and the 
second next October. 


Mr. ‘Umar also said that Alexandria ship-building yard 
has succeeded for the first time since its establishment in 
building two large ships with a capacity of 38,500 tons 
each and that the ships have already been delivered to 
the commercial fleet. 


In addition to ship-building, the activities of Alexandria 
ship-building yard include the maintenance and repair of 
commercial and military ships, said Mr. ‘Umar, who 
pointed out that these services are provided for Egyptian 
as well as foreign ships. 


Mr. ‘Umar added that the Egyptian Navy is expected to 
sign an agreement with the United States in order to 
develop and modernize certain units in the Egyptian 
Navy at Alexandria ship-building yard, which has 
already built a number of different ships for the Navy. 
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He also said that the building of two passenger ships has 
been postponed because the loan, which was to be 
extended by the Federal Republic of Germany, was not 
enough to cover the costs of the project. 


Customs Director Gives Airport Passenger Figures 
for April 
45000081 Cairo AL-AKHBAR in Arabic 5 May 88 p 6 


[Text] Customs revenue from passengers at the old 
airport totaled 2,909,179 Egyptian pounds in April, an 
increase of 32 percent compared to the same month last 
year. This was stated by Muhammad al-Samman, gen- 
eral director of customs. 


Bankers, Economists Propose Solutions to 
Unemployment 

45040102 Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-DUWALI in Arabic 
15 Apr 88 p 5 


[Article by Usamah Sarayah] 


[Excerpts] What can be done to solve the current unem- 
ployment crisis while pursuing a policy of economic 
reform? Dr Hazil al-Biblawi has several suggestions. He 
analyzes the current status of small trade and machine 
shops in Egypt which no longer seem to play their 
traditional role of taking in young apprentices and 
turning them into highly skilled technicians. ““We made 
these shops pay social security premiums to their child 
apprentices and therefore forced them to abandon their 
trades to avoid the high costs involved in training 
apprentices. These shops used to take the place of 
schools in training the workforce at a very young age. 
They need promoting and tax incentives, rather than 
being burdened with extra obligations, in return for the 
teaching and training they provide. This is a problem we 
created while pursuing the noble objective of protecting 
young trained workers. This goal, however, is of no real 
value since it caused the disappearance of tradesmen and 
skilled technicians. This causes trades to vanish, thus 
contributing to future unemployment.” 


Dr Biblawi warns against putting the unemployed into 
the public sector “because this is a phantom solution 
which adds to the problem by encouraging others to 
disregard their work ethic and therefore degrade the 
quality of work.” 


He adds, “The public sector has ample opportunity to 
create support industries for its firms. These would be 
small industries with impact on public sector products. 
The auto industry is one of many such industries that 
need several supplier industries to produce the goods 
and supplies they need and currently import. The public 
sector could encourage a number of its senior craftsmen 
and technicians to go into business with small shops in 
the vicinity of public sector factories. They would get 
help with financing through grants or loans from the 
mother factory and the Industrial Development Bank. 
This would put support industries in Egypt on the road 
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to growth, thanks to the efforts of public sector workers. 
The result would be the creation of jobs in the public 
sector and the shops, increase the productivity of larger 
factories, and create opportunities for expansion and 
development.” 


Dr Sultan Abu-’Ali, professor of economics and former 
minister of economy, diagnoses the malady and offers 
the cure: 


“Two million people, including 400,000 graduates, are 
unemployed outright. This is a serious economic and 
social waste that breeds violence, crime, deviation, and 
other social ills that threaten the fiber of society and the 
security of the individual. Politically, the inability to 
make a living would force such persons to espouse 
anti-societal tendencies. The following should shed light 
on unemployment and its solutions. 


“Education is beneficial per se, but at our current state of 
development we badly need to tailor education to devel- 
opment requirements. 


“We need to concentrate on the current development 
plan and focus on light industries and trades that create 
jobs and are not capital intensive. The capital [invest- 
ment] ratio [between the public and private sectors] 
should be two to one or thereabouts. 


“Oil producers will not experience another spurt of 
construction as happened in the seventies. Perhaps such 
indicators should induce us to depend on our own 
domestic resources for creating jobs. 


‘“*A quick solution to the unemployment problem is our 
urgent need to revive our national economy by using 
them in such infrastructure projects as new road con- 
struction in the Sinai, the Red Sea, and the northern 
shore. We could use them to deepen irrigation canals to 
increase productivity and reduce the subterranean water 
levels. They could also be employed in house construc- 
tion, land reclamation, and other public services.” 


Dr Ahmad al-Ghandur, dean of the college of economics 
and political science, believes that unemployment has 
been aggravated in Egypt, and this is apparently because 
steam has run out of the illusory solution of adding the 
unemployed to the roster of government and public 
sector workers. 


Dr Mahmud ‘Abd-al-’Aziz, deputy chairman of the 
National Bank, offers several suggestions to alleviate the 
crisis: “There is no hope of tackling the problem without 
first stimulating the private sector. Outright unemploy- 
ment burst out after masked unemployment got so large 
it could no longer be absorbed by the government and 
the public sector. We urgently need to stimulate private 
sector growth into directions that would create job 
opportunities. 
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“This can be accomplished by creating credit facilities 
and offering soft loans. We subsidize food security and 
should similarly take measures to ensure society agains: 
unemployment. Banks should participate in creating a 
special vehicle to ensure new projects, especially ones 
that require not so much capital as manpower and work 
experience, such as land reclamation and cultivation. 
The credit requirements would increase gradually as the 
project gains viability. 


“Incidentally, I see no point in more government spend- 
ing to absorb unemployment, because this would aggra- 
vate the situation in short order. Investments and job 
opportunities are the ideal way to cope with unemploy- 
ment. Now that they have financed large projects, banks 
should revert to their original function of supporting 
small ventures. The rate of return is high and the cost of 
time and expense is low.” 


Dr al-Ghandur proposes to combat unemployment by 
wide-scale retraining. ‘For instance, there is no pressing 
local or foreign demand at present or in the foreseeable 
future for graduates in law or commerce. The point of 
departure here is to plan for a huge retraining program. 
By huge, I mean we should be able to train hundreds of 
thousands every year in new professions needed by 
society. This shows the dimension of the problem. It is 
not enough to establish one or more technical institutes, 
which is an expensive undertaking. We must consider 
alternatives that seem to work for other countries. 
Retraining should be tied to the draft once more. If we 
have an army for war then we must have one for 
construction and retraining camps, which would cost a 
lot less than civilian alternatives while ensuring good 
results in a relatively short time. If we could graduate a 
million trainees over five years, and if we consider the 
cost of services to citizens, a program like this would 
offer double benefits in terms of providing job opportu- 
nities and reducing the cost of living for society as a 
whole. We must keep in mind here that Egyptian mar- 
kets suffer a shortage of various types of manpower and 
are in need of skilled labor that would enhance Egyptian 
productivity. 


“In addition to an ambitious retraining program, the 
Egyptian economy needs to restructure so that the avail- 
ability of manpower is a constant and basic goal. It must 
favor labor-intensive ventures. For instance, it 1s 
unimaginable that automated bakeries become the norm 
in a country like Egypt. Such automation may be a way 
of life and appropriate for America, but not for Egypt. 


“The plan must keep in mind that its success depends on 
the choice of basket of technology to be distributed 
among the various sectors of society. Projects must 
absorb manpower, not create a substitute for it.” 


Dr Al-Ghandour calls for re-emphasizing the export of 
manpower, not only to Arab countries but also to African 
and world markets. This would require a study of those 
markets and a change in the standard of education in 
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order to turn Egyptian manpower into highly skilled and 
capable labor force. This in turn would necessitate a 
change in policy and approach by the various entities 
active in this area. 
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ISRAEL 


nae ay Leader Discusses Politics of Islam in 
srae 

44230015 Tel Aviv KOTERET RASHIT in Hebrew 
23 Mar 88 pp 20-21, 23 


[Article: “We Are Not Islamic Jihad”] 


[Text] “Know,” says ‘Abd-al-Rahman Ibn-Khaldun in 
“Introduction to the Science of History,” “that God— 
may He be blessed—chose for Himself from among 
human beings certain people, who were pure in His eyes, 
singled them out by addressing them, graced them from 
birth with the knowledge of God, and made them into 
communicators between Him and His servants. These 
elect people teach human beings what is good for them, 
take pains to guide them in the righteous way, protect 
them from the fire of hell, and lead them on the path of 
redemption...” 


Perhaps ‘Abdallah Nimr Darwish is one of those elect 
people—pure in God’s eyes—who were chosen to save 
people from the fire of hell. The tens of thousands of his 
followers within the green line are absolutely certain that 
Shaykh ‘Abdallah is indeed such a person, who was 
graced from birth with the knowledge of God and was 
destined to lead them on the path of redemption. 


In the living room of his home at the eastern edge of Kafr 
Qasim he imparts to his conversational partners a sense 
of ease mixed with modesty, a speck of self-confidence, 
and a pinch of a sense of power. The young shaykh—only 
40 years old—in a modest frock and simple leather 
sandals is likely to play an important part in Israeli life. 
The political figures—heads of parties and public per- 
sonalities—who visit his home attest to this. They are 
both Arabs and Jews. He is great.y respected in the 
village, whose population exceeds 10,000. This is also 
the case in other villages throughout the country. Thou- 
sands flock to his regular sermons at the big mosque and 
his religious verdicts are accepted by his followers liter- 
ally like the words of God. Any moment now Israeli 
media will discover him. Defense authorities had already 
discovered him before the media. Last year Major Gen- 
eral Ehud Baraq, commander of the central command at 
that time, confined him to his village, and the minister of 
defense accused him of calling for the destruction of 
Israel. The shaykh wrote to the minister in Hebrew, 
categorically denied the accusations, and won. The 
order, which was issued for 6 months, has not been 
renewed since then. 
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To Build and Be Rebuilt 


In his youth in the mid-1960’s, Shaykh ‘Abdallah was a 
member of the Communist Party. He has never been an 
unbeliever, even during the period when he was ostensi- 
bly committed to Marxism-Leninism. According to him, 
he ended his short romance with the communists when 
he discovered that they behaved as though they were 
“religious without God.” He says that the Arabs’ identi- 
fication with the party is a matter of tactics, but tactics 
alone without ideology is not enough and is not satisfy- 
ing: “I found my personality and discovered myself in 
Islam. I began to read and read, and from then to this day 
I have been a slave to books. I have reached the conclu- 
sion that Islam is the proper framework, which is not 
merely a philosophy, but a practical way. To study and to 
teach others, to become convinced, and to convince...” 


Like most of his generation, ‘Abdallah Nimr Darwish 
was also temporarily a Nasserist. However, according to 
him, Nasserism was not satisfying either. “There was a 
man,” he says, “who was also a symbol, but the man died 
and emptiness remained.”” Was Nasserism indeed only a 
symbol and nothing else? ‘““Nasserism had a few princi- 
ples, but they were not sufficiently detailed and inclu- 
sive.” 


The shaykh is sharply critical of Israeli parties. He says 
that they have no respect for ideologies. When party 
members meet with religious people, they talk about 
faith. When they meet with capitalists, they talk about 
profit. Everyone chases after the voter’s vote and wor- 
ships his seat. If there is an ideology, they hide it, and 
consistency in Israeli politics is an empty concept. Nev- 
ertheless, the shaykh differentiates between the Israeli 
right and left. To his regret, the right is mostly uncom- 
promising, whereas, to his great sorrow, the left is too 
compromising. Some segments of the right still have 
principles, but they are not acceptable to him; for exam- 
ple, Greater Israel from the sea to the river. 


In the meantime, the Islamic movement in Israel is being 
strengthened. The shaykh, who began to tour the country 
in the early 1970's, is modest. Neither the arrogance of a 
public figure, nor the chase after a seat in the Knesset, 
has infected him. The extent of support for the Islamic 
movement is estimated at one-third to one-fourth of the 
total Arab population in Israel. Of course, this depends 
on the estimator. The leader of the movement contents 
himself with saying the following: “I did not conduct 
surveys, but I see the crowd that gathers in mosques.” 


He edits a journal entitled AL-SIRAT, which means “the 
path of righteousness,” or “the right path.” The move- 
ment gave birth to associations registered according to 
law, which are stirring with activity. Kindergartens are 
being opened, libraries are being established, classrooms 
are being built, roads are being paved, bus stations are 
being installed, and clinics are being dedicated. Every- 
thing is done in coordination with local authorities and 
by means of labor camps on a voluntary basis. About 
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50,000 men and women from all over the country 
flocked to the Islamic art festival, which was held at Kafr 
Qasim in the summer. The next festival is scheduled for 
August—at Kafr Kanna in the Galilee. Even avowed 
Opponents assume that the number of participants will 
increase. 


Who Is a Hero 


Once he defined himself as an Israeli-Palestinian Arab 
and today, as Muslim, Arab, Palestinian, and Israeli. 
One must not make a mistake and confuse the order of 
things. Here it is a matter of self-identity, not word 
games. Shaykh ‘Abdallah is aware of the fact that “ton the 
Jewish street it is difficult to absorb this complexity,” 
although he, according to his testimony, does not feel 
conflicts while standing in the center of these four 
domains charged with meaning and saturated with his- 
tory. The first domain numbers hundreds of millions— 
one billion according to the shaykh’s ount. He knows 
well—as though he lives among our pecple—that this is 
a frightening force for the Jews in Israel. He tries to allay 
fears and to untie knots of fright: ‘““The Islamic summit 
conference, which was held in Kuwait not long ago, 
declared its support for convening an international peace 
conference and thus provided a golden opportunity for 
Israel to break the circle of hostility, to gain recognition 
from the Muslim world, and to attain peace and secu- 
rity.” 


The shaykh talks about the great Islamic domain—a big 
Stage, on which many nations and many states play—but 
does not forget for a moment the small—Palestinian and 
Israeli—domains. He says that the Arabs in the State of 
Israel have an unutilized potential for peace. Putting this 
energy into effect depends on Israel. If the Arabs in Israel 
attain equal rights, peace will be reached between the 
Israeli leadership and Arab citizens, most of whom are 
Muslims. This internal peace in Israel is likely to expand 
into general Israeli-Palestinian peace based on two inde- 
pendent states—Israel and Palestine. “‘I propose,” says 
the shaykh, “the principle of mutual recognition—Israeli 
recognition of the right of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination—which, obviously, includes the right 
to establish a Palestinian state and Palestinian recogni- 
tion of Israel’s right to peaceful existence.”” How will 
mutual recognition be attained? By means of an interna- 
tional conference. 


He is aware of the fears nesting in the hearts of many 
Jews. He says that those who experienced the Nazi hell 
and were afflicted with constant fear are worthy of 
understanding, not condemnation, of justification, not 
cen.ure. But fear alone is a bad adviser when relations 
between nations are involved. Thus far (the shaykh says) 
the two nations have lived in real fear, fear of recurrent 
wars. The time has come to replace the state of war with 
a state of peace, even if this transition from a known 
state to some mysterious future in itself evokes fear. In 
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order to strengthen his approach, he mentions Israeli- 
Egyptian peace, which, according to him, withstood the 
severe test of the Lebanon war. “This is a confidence- 
inspiring precedent,” says ‘Abdallah Darwish. 


The shaykh seeks paths to the hearts of Jews in Israel. 
Last week he proposed to the heads of the Arab commu- 
nity that the central assembly for the commemoration of 
Land Day be held in Tel Aviv. “So that the Jewish public 
might be aware of our problem,” he says. “‘So that more 
and more Jews might understand that our problem is 
their problem...” He proposes to others what he proposes 
to himself: to think about the Israeli-Palestinian dispute 
in historical, not only political, terms. “If I had gone 
through the experience of the Jewish people in Europe, 
perhaps I would also follow the path of fear. But how 
much longer can this fear last?! Until it also clings to our 
children and grandchildren?! Those who persist in a life 
of fear, are forced, almost against their will, to live with 
the sword, and those that live with the sword...” 


He does not believe that Israel’s military strength will 
stand it in good stead forever. A state, he says, is like a 
human being. At first it is a baby and then it becomes a 
child, a boy, a man. But in the end it will grow old and be 
powerless and helpless. The conclusion, according to the 
shaykh, is peace now—not tomorrow and certainly not 
the day after tomorrow. 


The memory of the massacre in Kafr Qasim cannot be 
erased or dimmed. It was engraved deeply in the con- 
sciousness of Darwish—an 8-year old child who was a 
witness. “We were riding on a cart filled with vegetables, 
which was hitched to a donkey, from the field to the 
village,” the shaykh remembers the bitter day on 29 
October 1956. “There were four of us—myself, my 
uncle, a girl, and her father. During the ascent, near the 
entrance, the adults got off the cart in order to make it 
easier for the donkey and trudged behind. We ran into a 
group of soldiers, who set themselves up at the very 
entrance to the village, near the place where the memo- 
rial was built years later. No one disturbed us, but after 
a moment, when we were already at a distance of 50 
meters from the soldiers, we heard a burst of fire. We 
turned our heads back in panic and saw my uncle and the 
girl’s father stretched on the ground lying in their blood.” 


The shaykh admits that the bitterness is latent, but the 
heart has not been shut. “Despite the past I am deter- 
mined to speak words of peace. Probably the Palestinian 
leadership also has bitterness in its heart. Nevertheless, it 
is proposing negotiations and adopting a peace plan. The 
fact thata residetTSt Kafr Qasim is a proponent of peace 
should plant hope and even a measure of confidence in 
the heart of the Israeli man.” 


Of course, the shaykh rejects Greater Israel “from the sea 
to the river.” At the same time, he also denies Greater 
Palestine ‘“‘from the river to the sea.”” He says once and 
twice that political problems are not solved in dreams. In 
this respect “today the Palestinian approach is more 
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realistic than the Israeli approach, and the Palestinian 
people have matured in their understanding that there 
are things that cannot be realized, even though there are 
Palestinian refugees who still dream about the fragrance 
of Jaffa oranges.” 


He hopes for the strengthening of the peace camp in 
Israel and prays for the diminishment of the supporters 
of Kahana, Druckman, and Raful, whom he calls “the 
father of the theory of cockroaches”—‘Abu-Al-Juq.” 
Who is in the Israeli peace camp? “Anyone who recog- 
nizes the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people is a 
man of peace.” And what exactly are the legitimate 
rights? “The right to self-determination—the right of the 
Palestinians to establish an independent Palestinian 
state.” Where? “Alongside the State of Israel, near the 
State of Israel, and not instead of it.” 


"Abdallah Nimr Darwish, a citizen of the State of Israel, 
has interest in a democratic regime. The shaykh says that 
this is interest in the four levels of identification—as an 
Israeli, a Palestinian, an Arab, and a Muslim. According 
to his view, the regime should also have interest in 
democracy “so that Muslim believers will not be in a 
situation where they have no choice and (eel they have 
nothing to lose.” 


Islam and democracy is a combination which sounds 
strange to the Israeli ear. The shaykh does not hide his 
wishes. “I hope,” he says, “‘for Islamic rule in Islamic 
states and for Islamic democracy in Pakistan, Afghani- 
stan, and Egypt—in every place where Muslim people 
live. However, we are not talking about an Islamic state 
in Israel, where the Muslims are a minority.” According 
to Darwish, Islam in Israel is as follows: ‘So that 
Muslims could live according to their laws, religion, and 
tradition without transgressing state laws.” He says that 
this is certainly possible—on the basis of mutual respect, 
mutual esteem, and mutual agreement among members 
of ali religions. His formula is coexistence and not 
coercion. The shaykh notes that, of course, there is a 
problem in this area not on the part of Muslim citizens, 
but on the part of the state. After all, it defined itself as 
the state of the Jewish people, as though there are no 
Arab citizens in it. 


He knows that militant slogans of various Islamic move- 
ments evoke a shudder not only among Israelis, but also 
among whole communities in the West, as though the 
spirit of the Ayatollah strikes terror into democracy. The 
shaykh explains that Islamic movements in Arab coun- 
tries act under the yoke of oppression, in an anti- 
democratic atmosphere. The result is that their slogans 
sound revolutionary. ““We must not forget that Islamic 
Jihad arose in Arab countries and Hizballah arose in 
Lebanon.” According to him, extremism, even crazy 
extremism, does not arise in an empty vacuum. It grows 
on the soil of oppression. 
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The opposite is also true. Liberty produces moderation 
and freedom begets understanding. “If the Jews are 
afraid of 'slamic Jihad and Hizballah, I understand 
them. However, they must ask themselves who draws 
this extremism to us and who nurtures it. The Israeli 
establishment must give the answer. One need not be a 
member of the general staff of the Israeli army to know 
what happens in the occupied territories. Suffice it to 
read newspapers and to look at television. Where there is 
a wall of humiliation and a wall of blood, where people 
are fired at and humiliated, where land is pillaged and 
water is plundered, where bones are broken aud houses 
are demolished, and where people are expelled and 
detained without a trial, there extremism—including 
religious extremism—flourishes. The fact that in Israel 
the Arab citizen can still move from place to place, go to 
a high court of justice, organize himself into political 
bodies, and participate in elections despite the discrim- 
ination, humiliation, and seizure of land, from which he 
suffers, proves the following: The Arab population is not 
violent and does not break the law, nor does it produce 
an Islamic Jihad...” 


The Devil Is the Enemy 


The shaykh is careful in his choice of words and formu- 
lation of sentences. He does not speak of enemies, but of 
opponents. “I deliberately use the concept of opponent 
and not the usual concept of ‘enemy,”” he says. Accord- 
ing to his belief, people are not enemies to one another. 
They have a common enemy—the devil. “Even the 
Palestinians and Israel are not enemies, but opponents. 
If both sides become convinced of this, we will be able to 
say that we took one step forward...” 


Asa Muslim observant of his faith the shaykh rejects the 
solutions of expulsion and sees himself as destined to be 
an Israeli citizen. “i don’t have a conflict, either per- 
sonal, or religious, or national, with myself in terms of 
observing the law,” he says. “I recognize that we are a 
minority in the State of Israel, and I am convinced that 
precisely as a minority we have interest in observing the 
law, because who will protect the minority if not the 
law?! What we demand in this area is perfectly simple— 
that the law which we commit ourselves to observe be 
just.” 


He immediately exacts the price of this commitment: 
“Of course, this rule also applies to the State of Israel, 
which is destined to be a minority in the Arab sea and in 
the Muslim ocean surrounding it. Israel must observe the 
law—general, international, and universal. It must make 
every effort to convince the Arab and Muslim world that 
it wants peace and justice. If it does this and if it acts in 
this manner, all of us will become a bridge of peace. The 
entire Palestinian nation will become a link connecting 
Jews and the surrounding Arabs and Muslims.” 


As someone versed in the secrets of Israeli politics, who 
draws the political map in great detail, the shaykh seeks 
to change the assumptions widespread among the Jewish 
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public. He says that the wheel of the Middle East is 
moving forward and the Palestinians, who in the past 
were avowed opponents of a compromise, now express 
their readiness for a historical compromise. He calls this 
“progress,” but is afraid that this progress will not be 
understood correctly. “There are Israelis,” he claims, 
“who interpret in a distorted manner the compromise 
proposed by the Palestinians and believe that, if they 
succeed in defeating them again and again, the Palestin- 
ians will end by surrendering and admitting that their 
problem is only a refugee problem and not national- 
political. It is a mistake to assume that in time we will 
relinquish the right of the Palestinian nation to self- 
determination. No Palestinian is prepared for such a 
surrender. I am seized with fear when I try to imagine 
what will happen to us, especially what will happen to 
our children, if the proposed compromise is rejected and 
if Palestinian readiness for peace and reconciliation is 
trampled on with a foot of pride.” 


11439 


Salinization Destroys Agricultural Land in ‘Emeq 
Yizre’el 
44000084 Tel Aviv DAVAR in Hebrew 10 May 88 p 8 


[Text] 


An almost certain destruction of avocado plantations, 
which extend over 3000 dunams, in ‘Emeq Yizre’el is 
expected, because of salinization of the water from the 
Kefar Barukh reservior. An additional 3000 dunams of 
agricultural land in the valley are already inundated with 
salinized ground water and a similar danger awaits all 
60,000 dunams irriagted by water passing through Agam 
Barukh. 


Efrayim Ben Me’ir, General Manager of Palgey Mayim, 
who sent the data to DAVAR yesterday is of the opinion 
that with the situation that has been created, there is no 
recourse except the immediate destruction of the reser- 
voir “the disadvantages of which exceed the advan- 
tages.” 


Ben Me’ir also said that in the last three years, for 
reasons not yet clear, ground water in the valley has 
reached surface level, and in different places has already 
flooded it. There is a serious concern that at the present 
rate the situation will become uncontrollable and ‘Emeq 
Yizre’el, the cradle of Zionism, will return to the period 
of swamps and desolation. 


The General Manager also reported that 5 research 
groups have been formed lately to try to understand the 
reasons for the rise in ground water and its salinization, 
and find a solution for draining the water. After com- 
pleting the collection of information, the farmers hope to 
begin immediately on a multiple stage program for 
draining the valley. 


NEAR EAST 


LEBANON 


‘U.S. Conspiracy’ Alledgedly Drives Hizballah 
Policy in South 
44040214 Beirut AL-'AHD in Arabic 8 Apr 88 pp 1, 5 


[Article: ““A Disguised American Attack To Wipe Out 
Islamic Resistance While Shultz Engineers a Settlement 
for Region and Lebanon” } 


[Text] What happened in South Lebanon? Was it a war 
between Hizballah and Amal, or was it an American 
attempt to wipe out Hizballah and the Islamic resis- 
tance? 


Of course it was not a war between Hizballah and Amal. 
The nature of Hizballah’s political and military activity 
for the cause of God precludes fighting internal battles. 
During the past 3 years Hizballah managed to overcome 
many stumbling blocks, which had been placed in its 
way, and it avoided getting involved in war with some 
parties 


Everyone remembers and knows that Hizballah has 
always taken the initiative to end any infighting. 
Although it was always the target of attacks, Hizballah 
paid little attention to conditions that were set to end the 
fighting. And that constitutes a rigorous and binding 
commitment to the slogan which has been proclaimed 
since the journey began. That slogan calls for any kind of 
infighting to be rejected, and it calls for exclusive devo- 
tion to fighting the nation’s main enemies. 


Anyone who has forgotten that, ought to review the 
record. He would see how Hizballah used to ignore its 
own wounds and look the other way when it was being 
stabbed in the back. 


Hizballah did not want the blood of its guerilla fighters 
to be shed in Muslims’ homes and in the alleys where 
they live. It was unlike other parties which sanctioned 
forbidden deeds, violated Muslims’ honor, and turned 
Muslims’ cities and villages into a battlefield where 
weapons which had not been used against the enemy 
were used against Muslims. And that enemy is occupying 
the land and lurking a few kilometev’s away. 


By comparison, Hizballah’s members were generous: 
they willingly shed their blood and gave up their lives on 
the towering hills of Jabal ‘Amil until the mountain tops, 
which are being trampled by the Jewish enemy, were 
covered with the purest, innocent blood. 


Hizballah had the incisive awareness to realize that any 
infighting serves the enemy’s interests. Therefore, not 
only did it stay away from the pitfalls of infighting, but it 
also gave advice on the matter. Hizballah avoided every- 
thing that might lead to infighting, and it stayed away 
from it. 
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At the same time others did not hesitate to fight battles 
in which they steeped their hands in the blood of our 
people, coming out soon thereafter with the most humil- 
iating and the least significant conditions. 


Hizballah’s activities in Beirut, in al-Dahiyah and in the 
western Biqa’ Valley were totally devoted to fighting the 
Israeli enemy and staying out of the civil war. But what 
about its activities in South Lebanon? 


How did Hizballah act in South Lebanon? How did it act 
in the usurped land, the !and of our families and of fellow 
countrymen we cherish? How did it act in the land of the 
resistance? 


Hizballah’s efforts to stay out of the civil war in South 
Lebanon—the most honorable arena in all the Islamic 
world—are thousands of times greater than its efforts to 
stay out of the civil war elsewhere in Lebanon. If it acts 
promptly elsewhere and takes one step to fight the 
enemy, it will promptly take thousands of steps to fight 
the enemy in South Lebanon. 


And how can Hizballah not do that when South Lebanon 
is the only place where fighting the most inveterate 
enemies of God and believers is still possible? How can 
it not do that when South Lebanon is the only direct 
gateway to Heaven that remains open? 


A Hizhallah fighter prefers being selected and assigned 
by his superior for a specific operation against the enemy 
to going to his bride on their wedding night. In fact, 
many Hizballah fighters did slip away from their wed- 
dings, traveling faster than the wind to those sites where 
they would soon give up their lives. 


It is for the sake of this sweet reward, the sweet reward of 
fighting the enemy, that Hizballah fighters have been 
disregarding many crude violations of their rights. They 
want the question of the conflict with Israel to remain 
alive, and they do not want it to become dead and 
forgotten. Arab rulers who dominate their powerless 
people had turned that issue into a dead issue. 


Thus, Hizballah fighters bringing back the bodies of 
three of their senior fellow fighters after liberating Tallah 
al-Huqban said nothing about the security force which 
had surrounded them and confiscated their weapons. 
They said nothing about the half-track which the security 
force had seized and brought back from the destroyed 
site. 


Hizballah fighters say nothing about hundreds of daily 
incidents in which weapons are confiscated, and they say 
nothing about being driven to centers where they are 
held for days. 


Hizballah fighters say nothing about raids on their 
homes and the homes of their scholars whose bodies still 
show the effects of the torture inflicted on them in 
detention camps by the enemies. 
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Hizballah fighters say nothing about scores of fellow 
fighters who were arrested because they were under 
suspicion and were being investigated. 


Hizballah fighers say nothing about being fired at after 
returning from an essential operation. One of them was 
hit in the head; he lost one eye, and both of his legs were 
broken, but had it not been for the grace of God, he 
would not have been saved. 


Hizballah fighters say nothing about violations of their 
honor. They say nothing about being humiliated for the 
sake of an American spy. People close to that spy had 
testified against him even before his enemies did. 


Hizballah fighters say nothing, and they will say nothing 
until guns stay pointed to the enemy’s chest and no one 
else. This is the enemy who usurped and occupied our 
land. 


Then came this attack: it had been previously planned, 
and its targets had been defined. The attack is not being 
carried out by a party or a movement, but rather by evil 
leaders who get to their positions by using Muslims and 
climhing on their backs. They rely on highhanded sys- 
tems that use repressive, police agencies whose power 1s 
derived from the “legitimate” government. [We are 
referring here to] the American sponsored al-Yarzah 
Army and the Deuxieme Bureau. 


To carry out that evil plan, the perpetrator of the attack 
disguised himself and hid behind designations and 
frameworks. He worked for a long time on shaping the 
framework for that disguise which became a malleable 
tool in his hands. Before that, however, insubordinates 
were removed, and followers were enlisted. Accordingly, 
the perpetrator of the attack is merely a local agent 
carrying out the u.shes of a highhanded foreigner who 
had failed to carry them out himself. 


Whereas fighting the highhanded enemy is a matter of 
duty and is also desirable, it is extremely difficult to fight 
a disguised party which hides behind a front and uses our 
powerless people as armor to protect itself. This is 
especially true if the disguise and false front are carefully 
crafted. 


How was this attack planned, and what are its objec- 
tives? 


It is indisputable that the awakening of Muslims in 
Lebanon is the greatest danger to the growing Israeli 
cancer and to U.S. interests in the region. What is even 
more dangerous about this Islamic awakening 1s that it 1s 
tantamount to a fuse which could trigger the awakening 
of Muslims in countries of the Islamic world which are 
dominated by rulers who act as agents for others. 
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Early signs of that outbreak had become evident in the 
Islamic uprising which is sweeping the occupied land 
after a period of 20 years during which it had lain 
dormant. And that uprising constituted a greater and a 
growing threat to the foremost base of highhandedness in 
the Islamic world. 


That is why the American administration promptly 
rallied all its forces to contain the Islamic awakening in 
its two main centers: the West Bank and the Gaza Strip 
in occupied Palestine and South Lebanon. 


And Yitzhak Shamir came back from Washington with 
new orders. He launched a campaign against the uprising 
that was more violent and more deadly. The number of 
people who are losing their lives is growing every day. 
More than 5,000 persons have been arrested, and houses 
and homes have been blown up. 


Israel’s military violence was accompanied by a schem- 
ing American political move whose aim was to close in 
politically on the uprising so it can be brought to an end 
once and for all. That would be done by appeasing 
disgruntled and corrupt Arabs or Palestinians who act as 
agents for others. 


While the American move sought to take the life out of 
the Islamic uprising in South Lebanon and deal a blow to 
Islamic resistance there, the other side of the American 
move was an all out effort to put an end to the Islamic 
awakening in the region. 


Thus, Shultz, Murphy, Glaspie and other secret Ameri- 
can “messengers” conducted a campaign of negotiations 
regarding the situation in Lebanon. The aim of that 
campaign was to reward moderates, who had been part- 
ners in practice, by sharing power with them legally and 
officially. Israeli interests were to be realized in this 
American settlement by safeguarding the northern bor- 
ders of this malignant Israeli entity. 


In order for this settlement deal to materialize—and it is 
about to be completed—the most important American- 
Israeli demand had to be achieved: the Islamic resistance 
had to be wiped out. 


Any American-Israeli settlement will be doomed to fail- 
ure as long as guerilla fighters in Hizballah and in the 
Islamic resistance can take action and fight back. 


The ability of the Islamic resistance to take action and 
fight back the enemy in South Lebanon will destroy the 
capitulatory settlement not only in Lebanon, but also in 
the entire region. 


As long as the Islamic resistance is turning the Zionist 
entity’s northern boundary into a bleeding wound, the 
survival of the malignant entity in its entirety will 
remain threatened. 
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The American administration, of course, cannot directly 
undertake the task of wiping out the Islamic awakening 
in Lebanon. It is on the verge of a domestic election 
which is interfering with foreign activities. America’s 
previous experience in Lebanon was an example of 
failure: after losing more than 300 persons there, it 
pulled its defeated troops out of that country. 


Nor can Israel undertake that task. Given what is hap- 
pening On the West Bank and in Gaza, Israel’s hands are 
full. Its previous experience in Lebanon was an absolute 
failure too, and it is still suffering from the effects of that 
failure. 


The Lebanese government too cannot undertake that 
task because it is disjointed. 


And thus, the American administration will entrust this 
task to those evil and corrupt leaders who aspire to 
positions in the state machinery. Such positions would 
be one item on the settlement deal which Murphy and 
Glasby are working on. 


The American deal encompasses an amendment to Leba- 
non’s authoritarian system which would allow for greater 
participation of non-Christian, American symbolic fig- 
ures. It also encompasses putt:-3 an end to the Islamic 
resistance, setting up security arrangements for which 
local forces would be responsible, and shutting down the 
front in South Lebanon. Thus, South Lebanon would no 
longer serve as a front in the conflict against Israel. 


Evil and corrupt leaders thus proceeded with their 
attack, which was actually carried out by an oppressive 
staff that had been trained by al-Yarzah officers. This 
attack consisted of extensive surprise raids. 


The Islamic resistance thus found itself faced with the 
greatest attack of its kind: an attack that came from 
w thin. 


And here once again Hizballah’s decision was the same: 
to reject internal conflict. 


Hizballah’s fighters avoided involvement in battles and 
acted quickly to withdraw from them. By comparison, 
evil and corrupt leaders involved themselves more 
deeply in their attack on the Islamic resistance under the 
illusion that they would score a military victory. 


Hizballah’s efforts to withdraw from battles that were 
forced on its fighters were due to the fact that such 
battles would realize America’s and Israel’s objectives. 
Such military battles would turn into civil strife or civil 
war, thereby realizing an objective that Americans and 
Israelis have been seeking. 


That is why the decision was unequivocal: to avoid 
military clashes; to continue resisting the American- 
Israeli attack; to use appropriate means to unmask the 
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perpetrator of the attack and reveal his true identity as 
an agent; and to allow the Islamic resistance and its 
people to continue their efforts against the enemy. 


Islamic resistance remains everyone’s responsibility 
until time proves that the approach adopted by Hizbal- 
lah in confronting the attack is sound and proper. Until 
then, preserving the accomplishments of the Islamic 
resistance and protecting its survival will remain a 
matter of priority that takes precedence over all other 
matters. 


08592 


Amman Conference Examines Social, Economic 
Effects of War 
44040217 Jeddah AL-RIYADH in Arabic 5 Apr 88 p 21 


[Text] Over the past 2 years the Society of Arab Thought, 
which is chaired by Jordan’s Crown Prince Hasan ibn 
Talal, has come to serve as a forum where Arab special- 
ists and intellectuals meet to discuss a variety of issues 
facing Arabs. These issues include political issues and 
questions pertaining to relations between Arabs and 
political and economic blocs in the world. Although 
recommendations made by the conferences which are 
held by this society are not binding, they do carry 
considerable weight even among Arab decision makers. 
The recommendations made by these conferences reflect 
the views of the elite among Arab specialists, intellectu- 
als, and scholars. 


The topic of the most recent conference which was held 
in Amman last February and organized by the Society of 
Arab Thought was expressed in the title: ““The Social and 
Economic Implications of the War in Lebanon.” It was a 
title that succeeded in attracting a large group of con- 
cerned Lebanese citizens, who despite their differences 
about political solutions to the crisis in Lebanon, con- 
curred in their assessment of the social and economic 
implications of that war. The conferees agreed that the 
complications of that war would be considered severely 
taxing on any system regardless of its strength and 
stability. 


Conference deliberations made it clear that the question 
of displaced Lebanese citizens headed the list of serious 
complications resulting from the war in Lebanon. 


How many people were forced to abandon their homes 
because of Lebanon’s lengthy predicament and seek new, 
safe places where they could live and earn a living? 


Actually, there is no satisfactory answer to that question. 
According to a study prepared by Dr Jan Yusuf Murad 
and presented to the Society of Arab Thought, the total 
number of displaced persons is 155,000: 20,000 of them 
are from the villages of al-Shuf where violent confronta- 
tions between Lebanese militias and Lebanese forces 
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occurred after the assassination of Kamal Junblatt: and 
25,000 were forced to leave south al-Matn. Most of those 
people settled in al-Shuf and West Beirut. 


Although no agreement was reached on exactly how 
many people had been displaced, the agreement was 
unanimous that complications resulting from this phe- 
nomenon were grave on all levels. 


One of the foremost complications of the displacement 
phenomenon has to do with the profound shift in Leba- 
non’s demographic characteristics as a result of events 
there. That shift may be briefly stated by saying that lack 
of housing for a certain sect or sects was no longer 
restricted to the metropolitan Beirut area, but had 
become extended to Mount Lebanon, south Lebanon 
and the Biqa’ Valley. 


Dr Jan Murad described the suffering experienced by 
displaced Lebanese citizens and said that it varied from 
one district to another. For example, some citizens who 
had to leave West Beirut were able to take some of their 
possessions with them because their departure from the 
city was not unexpected. Those people left their homes 
over an extended period of time. But conditions were 
more difficult and more complicated for people who had 
to leave their homes overnight. According to Dr Murad, 
these people did not have the opportunity to choose 
where they would live. That choice was made for them 
by numerous factors, most important of which was the 
need to find the closest possible refuge which can pro- 
vide them with reassurance and minimum protection. 


Breakup of the Family: One of the Results of 
Displacement 


It is certain that regardless of the circumstances under 
which people were displaced in overlapping waves, one 
of the most salient consequ*aces of this phenomenon 
was its effect on family cohesiveness and ties. The 
scholar, Dr ‘Abdu Qa’i says that a recently conducted 
study proved that six percent of the number of families 
involved in that study were no longer intact. Spouses 
who lost their mates, children who lost their parents, and 
people suffering from emotional and physica! disability 
were among the factors which have had a major effect on 
the family’s unity and cohesiveness. 


In many cases the displacement process brought out 
contradictions in the attitudes and demeanor of hus- 
bands and wives, and that led to many divorces. 


According to Dr Huda Zariq the state of war which 
Lebanon has been suffering from for the past 13 years 
constitutes a unique phenomenon of the modern age 
because it is self-propagating and protracted. The war’s 
numerous complications constitute the main source of 
pressure on the health of family members. 
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Although families have experienced different levels of 
suffering, depending on their own circumstances, 70 
percent of all Lebanese families faced difficulties in their 
day-to-day living. There were interruptions in water and 
power service, and the decline in income was so signifi- 
cant that 63 percent of all families are now complaining 
about their inability to meet their families’ basic needs 
for living. 


Dr Zariq said that it was normal for all Lebanese men 
and women to show the emotional effects of such pres- 
sures. A recently conducted study shows quite clearly 
that a large number of Lebanese citizens lose their 
temper quickly. They are also forgetful; they have no 
sense of joy; and they have a strong sense of loneliness. 
They suffer from despondency and sleeplessness. 


Another scholar, Dr ‘Abdu Qa’i, affirmed that 17.8 
percent of the total population in Lebanon had been 
displaced by force. That figure represents 100,000 fam- 
ilies or approximately half a million persons. 


The complications of displacement were not, of course, 
restricted to the social and human domain. They had a 
major negative effect on economic activity. Displace- 
ment hindered production capacity by breaking the 
connection between the labor force and their places of 
employment or by putting people to work in areas 
outside their specialty. And that limited workers’ perfor- 
mance and productivity levels considerably. 


Lebanese scholar Dr Hisham al-Basat noted that dis- 
placement affected various sectors of the country’s econ- 
omy. In the agricultural sector the partial or total 
destruction of numerous cultivated areas was the result 
of displacement in rural areas. Most industrial sectors 
were also affected by the forced displacement of a large 
number of workers from Beirut’s suburbs. Lebanese, 
Pa'estinian and Syrian workers were replaced by workers 
from Egypt, India, Pakistan, the Philippines, and other 
countries. 


In the trade sector the impact of displacement was felt 
dirctly by Beirut’s business circles: it destroyed 80 per- 
cent of the country’s trade. Trade activity was moved to 
residential areas like al-Rawshah, al-Mazra’ah, and al- 
Ashrafiyah. 


The banking sector was also affected. Banks lost their 
clients, who took their business to various other cities. 
The number of banks declined, and there was an imbal- 
ance in the various areas between supply and demand for 
banking capabilities. 


Emigration To Avuid the Draft 


Dr Ahmad Baydun spoke with special emphasis on the 
forced displacement of veople in south Lebanon and the 
so-called border strip, which is controlled by the Israeli 
army. Dr Baydun mentioned that displacement in that 
area stemmed originally from the Lebanese people’s 
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resistance activities against Israeli forces and the Israelis’ 
attempt to force residents of southern villages to obey 
their orders and cooperate with the occupation. Dr 
Baydun said that approximately 14,000 persons used to 
reside in the town of Bint Jubayl in 1975 but that only 
400 persons stayed in the town during the Israeli inva- 
sion. The Israeli army siezed villages, shelling some and 
exchanging artillery fire with others. 


There was a new kind of displacement after 1983 as 
resistance operations were being stepped up. The Israelis 
were pressing the army of south Lebanon to draft young 
men from the area’s villages into the army. Dr Baydun 
said the number of residents in Bint Jubayl fell to the 
4,000 residents who live in the town now. That decline in 
the number of residents is the result o/ Israeli pressure. 
Israelis do not suggest that people emigrate; they rather 
apply pressure on people to force them to leave. 


Dr Baydun said that western embassies in Israel make 
immigration, especially to the United States and Can- 
ada, easier for residents of the occupied border strip, but 
more difficult for any Lebanese citizen who lives in other 
areas of Lebanon. 


Several papers that were presented at the conference 
discussed the status of education in Lebanon. One paper, 
which was presented by Dr Munir Bashur, included an 
historical analysis of the status of education in Lebanon. 
It piaced emphasis on the major gaps which undermined 
the educational system and made it vulnerable to chal- 
lenges and difficulties which resulted from this pro- 
tracted war in Lebanon. 


The economic proportions of the Lebanese crisis were 
given attention at the conference. A number of scholars, 
financiers and businessmen had joined forces to list 
these proportions and shed light on them. Dr Ilyas Saba, 
a former Lebanese minister, was one of those people. He 
presented a paper on “Change in Lebanon’s Financial 
Conditions under the War.” 


Dr Saba noted that the war was not the only reason, but 
rather one of the reasons why the Lebanese economy 
collapsed. He said that Israel’s 1982 incursion into 
Lebanon was a serious turning point for Lebanon’s 
economy in recent years. Later, that is, in 1984, it 
marked the onset of the collapse of the economy. 


Dr Saba proved his point by pointing out that between 
1981 and 1983 the monthly deficit in Lebanon’s treasury 
amounted to 6 billion pounds; in 1985 that deficit 
amounted to 1.8 billion pounds; in 1986 it was 2.4 
billion. During the first quarter of 1987 the monthly 
deficit was 5.8 billion pounds, and during the last 
quarter of 1987 it amounted to 12 billion pounds. 


Dr Kamal Hamdan, director of Beirut’s Institute for 
Research and Consultations presented a paper on 
“Change in Lebanon’s Economic and Social Conditions 
under the War.”’ One of the most important points 
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mentioned in that paper stated that during the 10 years 
which preceded the war, the Lebanese economy had 
experienced a superficial prosperity. Growth rates 
aroused admiration; foreign currency reserves were 
growing rapidly; and the value of the Lebanese pound 
was rising. Lurking behind all that, however, were major 
monopolies and a poor distribution of wealth. Tax 
revenues did not even make up nine percent of the 
budget. A social classification process took place, and 

ew balances and classes were created. These went 
oeyond and cut across the denominations. The scholar 
comes to the conclusion that the outbreak of the civil war 
was not unrelated to the worsening social crisis. 


It is not true that the war in Lebanon is a product of 
outside, Arab and Palestinian influences only. The 
country’s domestic, political and social systems were 
vulnerable to something that would become the direct 
cause of the war. 


Dr Kamal Hamdan spoke about the change in economic 
and social conditions under the war. He said that keep- 
ing track of that change would be difficult because 
Statistics were not available and the war had gone 
through numerous stages. It is estimated that in 1975 
and 1976 losses from the war were somewhere between 
22 and 28 billion pounds in 1974 prices. The growth rate 
iS negative, at 3.8 percent a year. In 1982 revenues were 
73 percent of what they were in 1974. In other words, 
revenues fell by 77.2 percent of what they were expected 
to be if there was no war. It is estimated that 1985 
revenues were about 60 percent of 1974 revenues in 
fixed prices. 


One of the most notable papers presented at the confer- 
ence was one by Dr Radwan al-Sayyid, director of the 
Graduate Institute for Islamic Studies in Beirut. Dr 
al-Sayyid’s paper was entitled ‘““Towards a Single Leba- 
nese Identity.” In that paper Dr Al-Sayyid presented the 
Lebanese identity as seen by political and cultural points 
of view in Lebanon. 


He said that proponents of a regional identity for Leba- 
non who deny the existence of pan-Arab nationalism and 
the Arab nation find no place in Lebanon for Arab unity 
because the foundations upon which such a united 
nation would stand are missing. Those people think that 
Lebanon’s loss of leadership not only means the 
country’s fragmentation, but it also means the loss of its 
cultural mission, and being a model of coexistence, 
freedom and openness to the world is Lebanon’s fore- 
most mission. 


Lebanon is made up of numerous religious, cu!tural 
groups. Therefore, its political system musi preserve 
freedom of religion for individuals. In the conferees’ 
opinion, that system is a confederation of the historic 
sects. 
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The conference meetings, which lasted 2 days, were 
concluded with an address by Jordan’s Crown Prince 
Hasan whose participaion in conference discussion: had 
been intense. Prince Hasan expressed the hope that next 
summer, a yeriod during which preparations will be 
made for the next presidential elections, will become a 
new turning point for Lebanon. He hoped that Lebanon 
will manage to get out of its crisis and turn 2 new leaf. He 
hoped the Lebanese people will talk to each other and 
practice coexistence. 
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Demand for Increased Grain Storage Facilities 


Lack of Government Support 
45190047a Casablanca AL-BAYANE in French 
15 Mar 88 p 1 


[Text] As spring sets in and as long as the rate of 
precipitation remains stable, abundant and well-distrib- 
uted throughout the regions of the country, experis grow 
increasingly convinced. 


“It has rained,” they say, together with the peasants, and 
“the harvest will be more than good, even excellent.” 
Indeed, the most optimistic among them do not hesitate 
to predict a grain crop going as high as 100 million 
quintals (!). The more reserved estimate that the figures 
for 1986 (75 million quintals) will be attained and even 
exceeded. 


In other words, the country will soon find itself with 
pyramidal quantities of grain. 


Theoretically, this gain will be useful for Morocco 
because the volume of local grain production will make it 
possible to achieve self-sufficiency in food, while procur- 
ing substantial monetary benefits for farmers. 


However, on a concrete level, the whole edifice may well 
collapse, especially since the environment tn which this 
record harvest will be produced is not favorable. We 
know, for example, that at a time when wheat is being 
sold at good prices on the world market, authorities fear 
the adverse effects of too much local grain, the price of 
which is supported by a government decision, being 
dumped on the domestic market. Paradoxically er ough, 
Moroccan grain is more expensive than its counterpart 
in France, Argentina or the United States. 


And yet, this danger is nothing compared with our 
flagrantly inadequate storage capacity. If the 1986 fig- 
ures are repeated and even exceeded, we shall see farm- 
ers, especially the poorest and most deprived among 
them, stuck with surpluses they cannot sell because they 
are not protected or stored. 
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Unscrupulous speculators and middlemen will then take 
advantage of the situation. With a very great supply 
combined with the lack of bins, they will buy the wheat 
from the poor peasants at prices below the rate set by the 
government. Only the big producers, who are rich or who 
have their own storage facilities, will be able to benefit. 


It is the culpable responsibility of the government policy 
that is to be blamed, for practically speaking, Morocco 
has not improved the infrastructure of grain silos inher- 
ited from colonialism. Private interests have indeed 
made certain accomplishments, but official policy has 
never shown any concern for building up storage facili- 
ties. 


The price may well be very dear. This is why, when the 
government encourages grain growing in Morocco and 
urges rural people to contribute to our self-sufficiency, it 
is important to work in a parallel manner to create all the 
material conditions so that the harvest will not be 
wasted, sold off cheaply or curtailed by the damage 
inherent in storage difficulties (without mentioning the 
modernization of flour mills and an improvement in 
their ability to handle all varieties of grain). 


These measures are needed immediately because it 
would be tragic for Morocco to have to endure suffering 
from a record harvest! 


Insufficient Grain Storage 
45190047a Casablanca AL-BAYANE in French 
19 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] Early in the week, AL-BAYANE sounded the 
alarm about the inadequacy of our country’s grain stor- 
age bins (see the editorial on Tuesday, 15 March). The 
predictions of the minister of agriculture and agrarian 
reform point to a good, even historic, harvest. Where will 
the surplus be stored when the number of bins turns out 
to be insufficient? 


The following report is from our colleague LE MONDE 
AGRICOLE ET LA PECHE MARITIME, in its No 18 
issue of January 1988, describing Morocco’s insufficient 
grain storage capacity. 


The projections of the Ministry of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Agrarian Reform (MARA) point to a 
record harvest for the current agricultural season, an 
unprecedented harvest that would make it possible to cut 
imports substantially. 


Inasmuch as a very large percentage of all Moroccans are 
rural people, a good harvest should then result in a surge 
in domestic demand and consequently, in principle a 
resumption of growth. 


This result is not the fruit of the work of man, however 
hard they may have labored, but quite simply, of atmo- 
spheric conditions. Rainfall has to date been highly 
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favorable. Is one then to conclude that if, in the future, 
there is a drought, it will inevitably bring with it the same 
problems and the same suffering as the arid years behind 
us? 


Cruel Lack of Storage Facilities 


In order to be able to respond in the negative, one must 
be sure that all lessons have been learned from the poor 
past seasons. Unfortunately, such is not always the case, 
as proved by the cruel lack of storage facilities we 
observe with every good harvest. Part of the surplus from 
this season, the need for which may well be felt next 
season, will fall prey to rodents and mold. 


For the sake of information, the storage capacity of a few 
companies privileged by cards of representation linked 
to the sector scarcely exceeds 100,000 tons, enough to 
supply the nation’s needs for 2 weeks. 


No storage bin has been built in Morocco for nearly 20 
years, which shows the total lack of interest: capacity of 
bins in Casablanca, 70,000 tons; capacity of bins in 
Nador, 16,000 tons; capacity of bins in Safi, 24,000 tons, 
making a total of 110,000 tons, enough to supply the 
nation for 2 weeks. Tangiers and Agadir have no bins. 


The harvest will be very good compared with other 
seasons, but it will not totally cover our needs, especially 
for soft wheat. 


This situation is not solely due to the reliable per-hectare 
yields. Actually, Morocco is bursting with barley, with its 
harvest making up a little less than half the total world 
harvest. In this connection, one should note the sizable 
carryover from the two preceding seasons, which only 
adds to the many negative effects on our financing, 
storage and even sack-making capacities. 


Barley alone takes up over 2 million hectares, or nearly 
50 percent of ali land planted in grain, too preponderant 
a share compared with soft wheat, which for us is a 
strategic product. 


We must therefore give thought to these blockages, 
which are not the only ones, or our goal of self-suffi- 
ciency in food will remain a mirage. 


We must achieve a better balance in the use of our 
farmland. 


1 1,464/09599 
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Cotton Production, Progress Examined 
45190047b Rabat L’OPINION in French 17 Mar 88 p 9 


[Text] Production Tadla is without question one of the 
areas where cotton growing has the oldest history (intro- 
duced in the early 1950’s) and where it has flourished the 
most, supplying over 90 percent of all national produc- 
tion. 
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Rates of productivity now achieved would not have been 
possible without the praiseworthy efforts of the farmers 
and various departments invo..ed in the cotton trade 
(ORMVAT [Tadla Regional Development Office] and 
COMAPRA [Moroccan Company for Marketing Agri- 
cultural Products]). Indeed, throughout the past 2 
decades. the crop has often suffered from a certain 
irregularity in yield, ranging from 9 to 12 quintals per 
hectare. However, the real cotton boom began in 1981. 


Season Area Raw Cotton Yield/Hectare Price/Kilogram 
52-60 5,000 hectares 4,700 tons 9.00 quintals .70 dirham 
61-70 12,500 hectares 15,500 tons 12.00 quintals 1.27 dirhams 
71-80 9,500 hectares 12,000 tons 12.50 quintals 2.13 dirhams 
81-86 10,500 hectares 19,000 tons 18.50 quintals 4.40 dirhams 
86-87 11,840 hectares 21,500 tons 18.50 quintals 6.00 dirhams 


Grown on an integrated basis and without interrup- 
tion? since introduced in the area, the crop now 
occupies | 1,840 hectares. Cotton receives all the atten- 
tion it deserves from central as well as regional author- 
ities, inasmuch as it constitutes, along with sugar beets, 
one of the region’s major agroeconomic activities. 
Cotton growing requires a large labor force and pro- 
vides over 1.5 million days of work (in addition to that 
provided regularly or seasonally by the three ginning 
plants set up in the region and managed by COMA- 
PRA). 


Its importance is also apparent in the many services 
offered to cotton producers in order to ensure them of 
a regular supply of means and factors of production 
through the granting of credit. An analysis of the cotton 
Situation since 1952 would distinguish two main 
phases: 


1—The phase from 1952 to 1980 was characterized by 
great instability regarding the average area and fluctuat- 
ing yields, which averaged 10 quintals/hectare. The low 
yield is due to pests poorly controlled because of crop 
handling or the improper use of phytosanitary products. 
It should also be emphasized that initially, the crop was 
not correctly managed. 


2—The phase from 1981 to the present time is marked 
by a definite recovery of the cotton crop after the 
difficulties it experienced in the 1979 season, typified 
by a drop in the area planted to as low as 5,600 
hectares. The future of cotton looked dim, but thanks 
to the combined efforts of the specialized departments 
of ORMVAT and COMAPRA, local and provincial 
authorities, the crop quickly resumed its cruising speed 
through the establishment of a new management struc- 
ture based on the creation of a technical commission 
made up of personnel from the DPA, INRA [National 
Institute of Agricultural Research], COMAPRA and 
ORMVAT, responsible for the revival and promotion 
of textile and oil-yielding plants. By following the crop 


from planting to harvesting, the commission would 
then complete its analyses and decide what action 
needed to be taken. 


Season Yield quintals/hectare 
1980-81 17.50 

1981-82 16.80 

1982-83 19.60 
1983-84 23.20 

1984-85 14.30 

1985-86 17.80 

1986-87 18.20 

1987-88 plus 21.00 


In order to achieve these figures, the technical commis- 
sion concentrated all its action on the use of specific 
decisive growing techniques aimed at a higher yield, 
including: 


1) information and awareness campaigns: Such opera- 
tions are organized for the benefit of cotton growers in 
order to introduce them to proper preparation of the soil, 
the advantage of early planting and the grouping of seed, 
crop maintenance on a timely basis, irrigation, improve- 
ment in the quality of cotton, weeding and pulling up. 


2) phytosanitary control: In the absence of phytosanitary 
action and protection, the damage caused by parasites and 
pests was substantial. To remedy the problem, a subcom- 
mission was appointed and all efforts were concentrated 
on the rational use of pesticides offering a better effective- 
ness-cost ratio and determination of the proper time for 
phytosanitary action by taking plant samples from repre- 
sentative parcels in the area and examining them in the 
laboratory. At the same time, a weekly inspection of fields 
was made from a maximum number of parcels chosen at 
random so as to observe and count pests. 


The application of pesticides was then completed in two 
ways: from the air over 80 percent of the area in question 
and individual treatment of areas where planes could not 
venture. 
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In order to ensure improved application (regarding dos- 
age, the number of applications and from what height), 
constant followup was completed by teams of ORMVAT 
agents. For farmers treating their fields themselves, the 
distribution of pesticides is handled by the CMV [Devel- 
opment Commissions] or at specific sites in the douars. 


Consequently, the results obtained from these various 
operations, which begin in May and continue until early 
October, are increasingly satisfactory with every passing 
season. 


Collection 


In order for the cotton to be delivered to the three 
COMAPRA plants (Fkih B. Salah, Souk Sebt des Ouled 
Nemma and B. Mellal) under better conditions and in 
order to achieve better scheduling in terms of time and 
volume, estimates of yield and production are made by 
every farmer and commission on the eve of each collec- 
tion period. Based on these estimates and the daily 
reception capacity of the ginning plants, delivery sched- 
ules are drawn up by every development commission, 
which then notifies the farmers to deliver their cotton 


Top quality 16,445.444 tons 
Grade 2 5,605,077 tons 
Grade 3 2,357,974 tons 
Total 24,418.495 tons (net value) 
Results of 1987 Season 


The 1987 season involved an area of 11,840 hectares, 
compared with 10,500 the preceding season, due to the 
information and awareness efforts made by officials. The 
number of farmers participating in the season was 2,500. 
Planting began in mid March (50 percent compared with 
17 percent the preceding season) and 94 percent had 
been planted by the end of April (compared with 90 
percent in 1986). As a result, maintenance involved the 
entire area planted. This early planting resulted directly 
in the delivery of 70 percent of an estimated 25,000 tons 
of production and the clearing of 92 percent of all cotton 
fields by the end of December, compared with 88 percent 
in 1986, which in turn freed fields to be used for other 
crops, including grain. 


In addition, the 1987 season included the completion of 
five phytosanitary treatments, experimentation with 
four new varieties on an area of 34.5 hectares, experi- 
mentation with planting under plastic on 2.5 hectares, 
experimentation with foliar fertilizer on 7.2 hectares 
(Laayoun cooperative) and experimentation with mini- 
irrigation at the Ouled Gnaou experimental station. 


In order to give further support to cotton growing, whose 
role in our nation’s economic activity no longer needs to 
be demonstrated, and in accordance with the recommen- 
dations of the national cotton seminar held in Beni 
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production either directly to the plant or to one of the 
nine collection centers set up by the commissions for 
producers located far from the plants. Farmers are paid 
upon delivery after sums are deducted to pay debts 
contracted for the various operations (phytosanitary 
treatment, irrigation, seed, fertilizer and aircraft rental). 


By way of example, for the 1987-88 season and based on 
early reports from COMAPRA, the collection campaign 
recorded satisfactory results. 


Variety Area 

In common 11,180.63 hectares 
Multiplication 789.36 hectares 
Total 11 


Total production (by 5 January 1988) is 24,418.495 tons. 
Anticipated production is 25,000 tons. The estimated 
final yield is 21 quintals/hectare, compared with 18.20 
for the 1986 season. For the three ginning plants, the 
results registered totaled 24,418.495 tons, broken down 
as follows: 


98,879,146 dirhams 
33,111,923 dirhams 
14,719,350 dirhams 
146,710,419 dirhams 


6.24 dirhams/kilogram 
6.00 dirhams/kilogram 
5.90 dirhams/kilogram 


Mellal on 14 and 15 October 1986, an association of 
cotton producers (patterned after the sugar beet pro- 
ducer association) is being set up. Some 25 preliminary 
and constituent meetings have been held by the devel- 
opment commissions to elect 70 members who will 
represent cotton producers at the general assembly to be 
held in the near future. 


On paper, the task of this newly formed organization will 
mainly be to defend farmers’ interests by providing them 
with organization and education through training and 
information gained from organized and group trips, 
training programs and seminars, awareness of the use of 
means contributing to improved productivity, continu- 
ous Crop management, seasonal maintenance and oper- 
ations and the recruiting of technical personnel. 
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Five-Year Plan Goals for Tourism Sector 
45190047c Paris JEUNE AFRIQUE ECONOMIE in 
French Mar 88 p 28 


[By Hassan Ziady: “The Moroccan Ambition for 1992”] 


[Text] In drafting the 5-year plan for 1988-92, Moroccan 
tourist officials set themselves a real challenge. Accord- 
ing to their projections, Morocco will welcome no fewer 
than 3 million visitors in 1992, compared with the 
current 1.6 million. 
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This ambitious, even exaggerated goal, according to 
some, proves Morocco’s determination to make tourism 
a driving force for the rest of the country’s economy. 
Setting an example, Minister of Tourism Moussa Saadi 
endeavored to have all the cards on his side. Turning 
into a personal representative of the Moroccan label, he 
visited several promising markets, mainly Japan and 
Australia, and developed a strategy aimed at attracting 
international hotel corporations. Early results are very 
encouraging. 


In January 1988 alone, three major agreements were 
signed and the underlying plans reveal a diversification 
of Morocco’s tourist policy. Balladins, subsidiary of the 
Azoulay agrofood group, paved the way by confirming 
its intention of establishing a new hotel chain in 
Morocco. 


That chain will build hotels in five of the principal cities 


in the country, thereby filling an important gap by’ 


targeting a moderate-income group. To date, nearly all 
projects completed in Morocco involved luxury hotels. 


On 27 January, it was the turn of the American firm of 
Stambouli, which specializes in vacation investments, to 
announce a whole program of projects whose total cost is 
an estimated $9 million. 


The firm has decided to build amusement parks and 
resorts in Casablanca, Rabat and Marrakech. The 
projects, the first of their type in Morocco, will be aimed 
at the domestic and tourist market. 


The third project, a resort in Taghazout in the suburb of 
Agadir, is the result of an agreement between the West 
German firm of Neckerman Union Reizer (NUR) and 
several Moroccan companies, including Royal Air 
Maroc (RAM) and the Moroccan Bank for Commerce 
and Industry (BMCI). 


Doubling Tourist Revenue 


The projected investment, 180 million dirhams, will 
finance construction of a caravan-camp, thalassotherapy 
center and an international-class hotel. Another consid- 
erable advantage is the fact that Morocco will be able to 
take ful' advantage of the German NUR corporation, 
which manages some 2,000 travel agencies and controls 
over 30 hotel concerns throughout the world. 


These projects, combined with the 10 new major com- 
plexes planned as part of the 5-year plan, will increase 
accommodations from 100,000 to 150,000 beds. Accord- 
ing to official estimates, tourist receipts will rise from 7.3 
billion dirhams in 1987 to nearly 15 billion in 1992. 


While the current optimism seems justified a priori, one 
must nevertheless emphasize that a number of difficul- 
ties remain. 
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The projected investments, 10 billion dirhams over a 
5-year period, will essentially be borne by the private 
sector, whether national or foreign. The contribution of 
this sector has heretofore been very modest and will have 
to iearn how td become independent of public support. 


Priority to Americans and Japanese 


There must also be a better regional distribution of 
projects, not only in order to prevent saturation of the 
Marrakech-Agadir route, but also, to enable other cities 
to benefit from the tourist boom. 


It will also be necessary to undertake wide-ranging 
promotion throughout the world in order, as Moussa 
Saadi recently pointed out, to “adapt the Moroccan 


stourist product to a specific market,” whether American 


or Japanese. 


Morocco indeed has renowned natural assets and a solid 
infrastracture, but in the face of international competi- 
tion, it will be difficult to be content with a strategy that 
grants too much importance to the private sector and 
still depends heavily on issuing countries. 
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Giant Pumping Station Utilizes Euphrates Water 
in Irrigation 

44040219 Damascus AL-BA’'TH in Arabic 

18 Apr 88 p 7 


[Article by ‘Ali ‘Abbud: “The Dream Became a Reality: 
Al-Babiri Station, Largest Water Establishment in Third 
World Becomes Operational; Aleppo’s Green Plains 
Receive Water Pumped from the Great Euphrates; In 
Executing One of the Most Complex Engineering 
Projects Construction Sector Proved Extraordinary 
Competence; Irrigation and Land Reclamation Projects 
Are Products of the Close Cooperation between Syria 
and Its Soviet Friends.”’] 


[Text] In a ceremony sponsored by fellow citizen and 
leader, Hafiz al-Asad, our workers and farmers cele- 
brated the inauguration of al-Babiri Station last Thurs- 
day morning. Al-Babiri Station is considered one of the 
Third World’s largest and most important giant pump- 
ing Stations. 


After the prime minister turned on the first pump at the 
huge popular celebatrion where he was representing the 
ceremony’s sponsor, the waters of the great Euphrates 
River were seen flowing into a 32 kilometer canal that, in 
a matter of days, would carry water to irrigate 3,600 
hectares of land in the valleys of Maskanah west. The 
Public Company for Land Reclamation had completed 
that area’s integrated irrigation and drainage systems, 
and this land is a small part of the estimated 125,000 
hectares which will be irrigated by al-Babiri Station 
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immediately after the first pump is put into operation. 
That pump is one of 14 principal pumps at the giant 
al-Babiri Station which will pump water from the lake to 
an area whose altitude is 86 meters higher than that of 
the lake. After 6 years of difficult work which was carried 
out by Syrian workers, professionals and experts, water 
would flow through the main canal at 6.5 cubic meters 
per second, signaling the onset of the effort to utilize the 
agricultural land in Aleppo’s fertile valleys. This difficult 
task was completed with the fruitful and constructive 
cooperation of Scviet friends. 


The Dream Became Reality 


It was easy for us to discern the signs of great joy which 
filled the work site. That joy was evident not only in the 
decorations, signs and people’s cheers, but it was also 
evident in the eyes of Syrian workers and technicians. It 
was also evident in the eyes of Soviet experts. The 
happiness everyone felt was indescribable as we joined 
those workers and technicians in inaugurating this sta- 
tion in a celebration that was attended by a large number 
of party and political leaders and a large group of 
employees of land reclamation companies. 


When we saw the completed project, we never imagined 
that such a high standard of execution could have been 
attained, even though we had visited the work sites at 
al-Babiri Station during the past years and had talked 
about them several times, most recently at a conference 
on the status of land reclamation efforts in the Euphrates 
Basin by the end of 1985. 


Actually, completion of al-Babiri Station is to be consid- 
ered an engineering feat which our Syrian workers and 
engineers should be proud of. Our workers and engi- 
neers, who completed this station after completing the 
Euphrates and al-Ba’th dams, ought to pay tribute to our 
Soviet friends who never hesitated about offering assis- 
tance and technical as well as practical advice during 
numerous stages of the work. 


When the statement was made in our presence more than 
once that this huge project had been merely an idea 
which those who are interested in land reclamation had 
dreamed about for a long time, we realized that we can 
accomplish a great deal if we have the resolve and 
determination to do so and if we rely on ourselves. We 
realized that we can complete development projects 
regardless of their complexity. The al-Babiri Station 
Project has indeed become a concrete fact. As of last 
Thursday this station has given us the capability to pump 
water into arteries that can carry water to at least 
125,000 hectares of land in Aleppo’s fertile valleys. We 
can pump up to 400 million cubic meters of water into 
the great dam of Aleppo, and we can guarantee 10 cubic 
meters of drinking water to Aleppo residents until the 
year 3000. 
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Inauguration Happenings 


The figures we mentioned are considered adequate jus- 
tification for the major preparations which began almost 
1 month ago to celebrate the inauguration of al-Babiri 
Station. By the time we arrived in Aleppo Province last 
Wednesday evening, final details for that celebration had 
been completed. On the morning of the following day the 
man representing the sponsor of the celebration, Prime 
Minister Mahmud al-Zu’bi arrived. He was accompa- 
nied by the deputy prime minister for services affairs, 
the deputy prime minister for economic affairs, and a 
number of ministers. On hand to greet them were several 
officials from Aleppo and al-Raqqah provinces. Every- 
body went immediately to the station where inaugura- 
tion ceremonies began amidst thrilling popular festivi- 
ties. The prime minister spoke at this celebration and 
said, “I remember that day when the al-Babiri Station 
Project was merely an idea. I remember the studies and 
ideas, and | remember those who worked earnestly and 
sincerely to make this project become a reality. And 
today, we are celebrating the inauguration of that 
project.” The prime minister paid tribute to all Arab and 
Soviet workers at the al-Babiri Station, and he paid 
tribute to all those who have been working on the 
Euphrates Project and building a solid foundation for 
the economy. He added, “As we celebrate this project I 
must not forget to mention that execution of another 
project is commencing. It is the Tishrin Dam which is 
just as important as the Euphrates Dam is. That dam is 
being built with the cooperation of our Soviet friends.” 


The prime minister affirmed that this new monument 
now stands as testimony of the victory we achieved in 
our development efforts. Words have been turned into 
deeds, and ideas have been transformed into reality. 
This monument proves that plans which are made are 
implemented; it proves that what is started is completed 
on time; and it proves that we do overcome all obstacles 
to accomplish a task. And here it stands: the al-Babiri 
Station. Water is flowing out of it. This project or any 
other farming project would not have been completed if 
all of us were not confident in ourselves and did not rely 
on our own resources. Today, Syria’s will remains unde- 
terred by hardship. Syria is determined to make the 
agricultural revolution a concrete fact so that food secu- 
rity and economic security can be achieved.‘ The prime 
minister concluded his address by saying, ’ The future of 
agriculture in our country is good because we are deter- 
mined to carry out our party’s resolutions and the 
directives of our leader, the fighter Hafiz al-Asad, regard- 
ing care for agriculture and the availability of everything 
which is required for agricultural production and devel- 
opment. 


Pumping the Water of Life Into the Green Land’s 
Arteries 


Comrade Mahmud Nuri Kalu, secretary of the party’s 
chapter in Aleppo Province spoke at the celebration. He 
said, “Just as nature renews its splendor in April, the 
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Arab nation renewed its youth in April with the birth of 
al-Ba’th Party.” Mr Kalu added, “Today we celebrate a 
new cultural monument to the economy. This monu- 
ment, which pumps the water of life into the arteries of 
our green land, is the cornerstone of a towering building 
that completes what has already been started. It makes 
our plans for the future possible.” Mr Kalu praised the 
efforts that were made by both Syrian and Soviet work- 
ers on that major project. 


One Product of al-Ba’th Party’s Efforts 


Engineer ‘Abd-al-Rahman Madani, the minister of irri- 
gation, called attention to the distribution of large estab- 
lishments in the country. He pointed out that there was 
hardly one hectare of land without an economic project. 
The minister said, “Serious efforts have been made to 
implement development projects since al-Ba’th Revolu- 
tion. Irrigation and land reclamation projects were 
implemented as the Corrective Movement devoted most 
of its attention to building dams and reclaiming land.” 


The minister added, “Today we stand on the shores of 
Lake al-Asad to celebrate the inauguration of the largest 
economic project and one of the largest water pumping 
stations. There are 14 pumps in Al-Babiri Pumping 
Station; each pump has the capacity to pump 6.5 cubic 
meters of water per second, and the station’s total 
pumping capacity can go as high as 93 cubic meters per 
second. To keep the pumps running 112 megawatts of 
electricity are required. Water is pumped from the 
station into a water carrying canal that is 36 kilometers 
long. That is the first phase of the project whose cost is 
400 million pounds.” 


After listing the station’s specifications and operations, 
the minister of irrigation affirmed that leaders had given 
their full support to our studies and plans so that land 
reclamation projects would become common every- 
where in the country. 


The minister concluded his address by saying, “This 
project which was completed with the assistance of our 
loyal friend, the Soviet Union, is one product of al-Ba’th 
Party’s efforts. It is ready to yield its benefits to our 
fellow workers and farmers and to bring them to the 
society which is being sought: a society of unity, free- 
dom, and socialism.” 


Fruitful Cooperation With the Soviets 


Comrade Ivanov, who represented the Soviet govern- 
ment, delivered the Soviet delegation’s address at the 
celebration. He called attention to the cooperative and 
friendly relationship between the Soviet Union and the 
Syrian Arab Republic. Land reclamation and irrigation 
projects hold a prominent place in the context of this 
cooperation between the two countries. Mr Ivanov 
added that the fruits of their joint effort were being 
reaped today with the construction of a principal pump- 
ing station whose capacity is 93 cubic meters per second. 
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That pumping station, which is now being prepared for 
operations, is considered one of the largest establish- 
ments in the Middle East. It will help the country’s 
economic awakening, and it will allow water from al- 
Asad Lake on the Euphrates River to be used to irrigate 
thousands of hectares of land in the future. At the end of 
his address Mr Ivanov wished Syrians and Soviets who 
took part in completing al-Babiri Station continued good 
health, and he expressed the hope that they will 
strengthen and develop Syrian-Soviet friendship. 


Mr Fayiz Bakfalawi delivered the address of the Public 
Company for Land Reclamation which completed the 
project. He said, ‘This project is considered one of the 
most important landmarks of an advanced economy. It 
was built by Syrian workers and represents a decisive 
victory over nature. Parched valleys can now be irrigated 
and planted, and a river now flows in the middle of what 
used to be a desert.”” Mr Bakfalawi added, “Workers 
completed the project by relying on themselves. The land 
is now green and lush. What they did is further testimony 
that the construction sector can implement projects with 
great skill.” Mr Bakfalawi affirmed that this bituminous 
foundation was completed in 6 years using a high level of 
technology and joint efforts with the Soviets. He 
affirmed that land reclamation was a lengthy process 
which required that sincere people work together. Mr 
Bakfalawi concluded his address by saying that as a 
token of their affection for the leader, Hafiz al-Asad, 
workers had completed work on irrigation and drainage 
systems for 6,500 hectares of land. 


Stages of Work at al-Babiri Station 


Now that al-Babiri Station is actually operational, irri- 
gating 3,600 hectares of land in Maskanah West, the 
question that is being asked is this: How did the station, 
which was scheduled for completion late in 1986 or early 
in 1987, manage to overcome the difficulties which it 
encountered? 


Late in August 1987 while on a field visit to the Euph- 
rates Basin, we obtained detailed information about this 
station and the projects of the Maskanah Plains which 
will benefit by its completion. We published this infor- 
mation at that time. The first stage of the reclamation 
project for 50,000 hectares of land in Maskanah West 
includes the following: 


—The main pumping station has a capacity of pumping 
93 cubic meters of water per second. This station will 
provide water to the Maskanah Project and the plains of 
Aleppo. That is, it will provide water for 50,000 hectares 
of land. 


—The main supply canal: 52 kilometers. 


—Reclaiming 20,000 hectares of land. 
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The Public Company for Land Reclamation pledged that 
by the end of 1987 that integrated project would be 
implemented. Its contract for that undertaking comes td 
1.649 billion pounds. From that sum it will receive 320 
million pounds for the main pumping station, which will 
be completed by the end of 1986; 568 million pounds for 
the main supply canal; and 761 million pounds for 
reclaiming 20,000 hectares of land. 


On | March 1981 work was actually started on digging 
the canal which would bring water into the main pump- 
ing station. By then, 8 million pounds’ worth of work had 
been executed but not paid for. Work proceeded at a 
slow pace until almost the end of 1987 when 36 percent 
of the work was completed. At that time 58.6 percent of 
the work should have been completed. The slow progress 
was due to a shortage in machinery and primary mate- 
rials. Funds required to pay for the work that was 
completed were in short supply. 


Completion of the Station Was a Pressing Necessity 


The newspaper, AL-BA’TH raised the subject of al- 
Babiri Station at the conference on land reclamation in 
the Euphrates Basin which it held late in 1985. Partici- 
pants at that conference pointed out that it was necessary 
to complete that station which will irrigate 175,000 
hectares of land. They pointed out that irrigating 20,000 
hectares of land in Maskanah West requires the comple- 
tion of al-Babiri Station as well as construction of a 52 
kilometer canal. However, the essential part of that canal 
could be completed by irrigating the first 20,000 hectares 
of land initially. Conference participants affirmed that 
the pumping station and the 52 kilometer main canal in 
Maskanah West would be completed by the end of 1986. 
Five out of the original 14 pumps will then be operated 
to irrigate 20,000 out of the 50,000 hectares of land in 
the plains of Aleppo. °* 


In other words, conference participants affirmed the 
need for integration by completing the project. It was 
assumed that 6,500 hectares of land; 24 kilometers of the 
main canal; and 5 of the main pumps at al-Babiri Station 
would be completed in‘ !987. But what happened in 
1987? Was this integrated project completed? 


The memorandum which was submitted by the Public 
Company for Land Reclamation to the Economic Com- 
mittee which visited the Euphrates Basin area during the 
first week of April 1987 pointed out that the first stage of 
al-Babiri Station had been completed. That is, five main 
pumps and one secondary pump were completed. The 
memorandum made it clear that the pumping process 
depended upon completing the attachment of metal 
fixtures to ensure water for the city of Aleppo. Blueprints 
- for executing those fixtures were not available. It is 
known that this part of the work had not been noticed 
during tht project’s technical design stage, but it was 
added to it at the end of 1986. The company’s memo- 
randum also mentioned that with the exception of apply- 
ing bitumen to line the sides of the canal—a process 
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which has been suspended since the end of 1986 because 
essential materials for it, especially plastic plates, are not 
available—the first stage of the main canal, consisting of 
24.5 kilometers to provide water to 6,500 hectares of 
land, had been completed. Fill work on the second part 
of the canal, up to kilometer 52, is being executed, and 
6,500 hectares of land have been completed. This land is 
divided among 4 farms which are part of a project to 
reclaim 20,000 hectares of land. If everything required 
for the job were available, 2 years will be required for the 
remaining area of land. By the end of last year the Public 
Company for Land Reclamation was able to complete 98 
percent of the first and second stages of its contract for 
the main pumping station. The slanted sides of the 
supply canal were lined with stone blocks, and all work 
in the entry chamber was completed. The installation of 
all electrical and mechanical devices was properly com- 
pleted, and all testing, reconditioning and dry run oper- 
ations were completed. At that time a temporary com- 
mittee was formed to take over the station from the 
Euphrates Basin Development and Investment Corpora- 
tion and the Public Company for Land Reclamation. By 
the end of last year after basic materials became avail- 
able, concrete progress was made on the main canal until 
kilometer 52. Essential materials became available. 
Thus, progress was achieved in the application of bitu- 
men till kilometer 24.5. As we’ve already seen, comple- 
tion of that section is essential to irrigate 6,500 hectares 
of land. " 


Inundating the Pumping Station’s Entry Chamber: 
Preliminary Experiment 


The foregoing review makes it clear that project delays 
did not exceed | year despite the difficulties faced by the 
Land Reclamation Company. The delay, which was 
beyond workers’, engineers’, and experts’ control, was 
minor when compared with delays in other projects. 
What matters now is that the project is real. Last 
September the station’s entry chamber was inundated 
for the first time on a trial basis. The chamber was 
inundated up to the 296 meters level, which is the level 
of al-Asad Lake. This was done to show the station’s 
readiness for operations and to test the safety of installed 
devices in preparation for making the station opera- 
tional. During that month the conduit pipe which forces 
water into the supply canal that carries water to the 
station’s entry chamber was flooded to pave the way for 
starting the pumping process through the main canal 
which draws water from the station. We all celebrated 
the start-up of operations at that station even as our 
masses celebrated the party’s anniversary. 


The Station’s Technical Specifications 


Al-Babiri Station, which we said was one of the most 
important and largest water pumping establishments in 
the Third World, consists of 14 large sets of main pumps. 
The capacity of each set of pumps is 6.5 cubic meters per 
second. The station also has four sets of provisional 
pumps, and the capacity of each one of those is 1.5 cubic 
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meters per second. These pumps will provide sufficient 
water to irrigate 125,000 hectares of land in the plains of 
Aleppo, and they will also provide the city of Aleppo 
with 10 cubic meters of drinking water until the year 
2000. 


The station’s maximum outflow is 93 cubic meters of 
water per second, and its maximum lifting power is 91 
meters. The station, which is 106 meters long and 18 
meters wide, runs on a capacity of 115,000 kilowatts per 
hour. Each one of the station’s five conduit pipes is 1,000 
meters long and 3.4 meters in diameter. The main canal 
into which water from the conduit pipes will flow is 52 
kilometers long. At the present time 32 kilometers of that 
main canal have been completed, and 6,500 hectares of 
land are currently being irrigated by it. The station has 
the capability for irrigating a minimum of 125,000 
hectares of land. In the future that could exceed 200,000 
hectares. 


Will the Station Pump as Much Water as Several Rivers 
Can Provide? 


It remains to be said that if al-Babiri Station is operated 
at the maximum capacity of 93 cubic meters per second, 
it will pump large quantities of water into the main 
canal. Water volume will equal more than twice the 
average heavy flow of al-Khabur River; it will be nine 
times the average flow of the Orontes River and its 
tributaries; more than 10 times the average flow of the 
‘Afrin River and its tributaries; more than six times the 
average flow of al-Sin River; and more than | 5 times the 
flow of the Tigris River. This means that al-Babiri 
Station can pump as much water as a great river, which 
is second to the Euphrates, can supply. It can pump more 
water than several of our local rivers can supply. 


08592 


TUNISIA 


Various Political Figures Discuss Future of 
Regime, Ruling Party 
4504011la Kuwait AL-WATAN 31 Mar 88 p 4 


[Article by Rashid Khashanah and ‘Umar al-Majiri: 
““AL-WATAN Opens the File on the Future of Parties in 
Tunisia” 


[Text] The change Tunisia has witnessed since the isola- 
tion of former president Habib Bourguiba has cast its 
shadow on the political map, especially since President 
Zein el Abdine Ben Ali has decided to develop the 
party’s Organization and has introduced a radical change 
in the Destourian Party press which has resulted in the 
shutdown of its two daily papers L’ACTION and AL- 
*"AMAL, which were connected to Bourguiba’s name, 
and the issuance of AL-HURRIYAH and LE RENOU- 
VEAU (renovation) in their place, with independent 
figures being incorporated into the families of the two 
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papers. The party’s name was also changed to the Dem- 
ocratic Destourian Grouping, its symbols and leadership 
figures were changed, the proponents of a hard-line 
policy like Mohamed Siyah and Mansour El Skhirri left, 
and the doves have come into the leadership. 


These changes in the structure of the party organization 
occurred in conjunction with the appearance of a new 
political message which promises the consolidation of a 
government of institutions, law and respect for opposi- 
tion parties, the grant of power to them for legitimate 
activity and review of the current laws, whose change the 
parties have requested. However, these developments 
which the party organization has witnessed have resulted 
in pulling the rug out from under some opposition 
parties, especially those founded by figures who rebelled 
within the former regime and within the leadership 
boards of the Destourian Party before they left that to 
found opposition parties. Observers in Tunisia say that 
90 percent of the programs of the parties which emerged 
from the womb of the ruling party organization have 
been realized since Zein El Abidine Ben Ali came to 
power, especially since the main heading of these parties’ 
programs was the establishment of democracy and the 
guarantee of the presence of a number of parties, free- 
dom of the press and freedom of elections, matters which 
President Ben Ali has placed in his agenda and empha- 
sized in all his recent speeches—indeed, some of which 
he has started to carry out. In reaffirmation of the 
phenomenon of co-optation of the opposition figures 
who split off from the ruling party, the People’s Union 
Party headed by Mohamed Belhadj Omar, which is the 
third recognized party, requested incorporation in the 
Democratic Destourian Grouping as a group before the 
exceptional conference the party will hold next July. 
However, AL-WATAN has learned that the Destourian 
Grouping Party’s leadership gave Belhadj Omar the 
answer that incorporation would only be on an individ- 
ual basis, and high Destourian sources stressed to AL- 
WATAN that Belhadj Omar’s party would join the 
Grouping, whatever the format of this incorporation 
might be. 


In order to ascertain the future of the political map in 
Tunisia and the repercussions of the developments the 
ruling Destourian Grouping has learned about concern- 
ing the opposition parties’ programs, AL-WATAN met 
with three main parties in the persons of their secretaries 
general, who are: 


Ahmed El Mestiri, the secretary general of the Move- 
ment of Democratic Socialists, which was the first party 
to emerge from the Destourian Party in the seventies. 


Mohamed Harmel, secretary general of the Communist 
Party, whose establishment dates back to the thirties and 
which supports the regime’s current political orienta- 
tions. 
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Ahmed Najib El Chabbi, secretary general of the Pro- 
gressive Socialist Grouping, which met recently with 
Premier Hedi Baccouche, who promised him imminent 
recognition of the opposition Grouping. Herewith is the 
text of the conversations: 


Ahmed El! Mestiri 


[Question] How does your party evaluate the change in 
the name of the ruling party to the Democratic Destou- 
rian Grouping and the development the country has 
been witnessing since 7 November? 


[Answer] The changes taking place inside any specific 
party concern the bodies and members of that party and 
no other party can interfere in its internal affairs. That is 
a general principle we in our party believe in. However, 
the role the ruling party is assuming concerns all the 
people, and the political class in particular. The Move- 
ment of Democratic Socialists has recorded the develop- 
ment which has occurred in the Democratic Destourian 
Grouping in the direction of liberation, especially the 


call President Zein El Abidine Ben Ali has directed to the ° 


members of the ruling party to deal with the other 
political and social organizations in a civilized way. 


We believe that this new orientation, if it is applied to 
daily political life, will eliminate the tutelage of the 
ruling party over the people and the exploitation of the 
government’s bodies and organizations, and thus all 
vigorous forces in the country will come to have equal 
opportunities and the political pluralism which is a 
guarantee for the restoration of prestige to the citizen 
and the nation, now that the failure of the single-party 
system has been proved to the Grouping, will be sup- 
ported. 


[Question] Is what is being circulated correct, that the 
ruling party has absorbed many of your party’s programs 
and absorbed a number of political ideas for which you 
were distinguished? 


[Answer] The development of Tunisian society brought 
our movement which we founded in June 1978 to the 
fore. In our view it is an extension of the national 
movement and all the principles we declared and ideas 
we presented to the Tunisian people, directed to all the 
national forces. We are happy to find an echo with any 
party, because what is important as far as we are con- 
cerned is the development of the society in the direction 
we believe to be the soundest and most feasible for 
guaranteeing Tunisia’s progress and prosperity. 


Our belief in pluralism is what prompted us to form a 
political party, because we cannot conceive of democ- 
racy without pluralism, and today we are still clinging to 
this principle more than before, now that the words 
democracy and pluralism are no longer prohibited as 
they had been in a past era, and we will continue our 
struggle with all the democratic forces until we give 
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permanent legitimacy to these principles in daily life and 
the features of political life thus change, far removed 
from any hegemony or co-optation. 


[Question] Has the ruling party pulled the rug out from 
under your movement? 


[Answer] If it appears to some that the Democratic 
Destourian Grouping is determined to pursue many 
aspects of the ideas of our movement, we give our 
blessings to this approach, which we have called for as 
belief and conduct, and the beneficiary of the change will 
be the Tunisian people, who are the interested party and 
*he sovereign party. 


[Question] What are the points of distinction and differ- 
ence between your movement and the ruling party, 
following these changes? 


[Answer] If @ given party embraces principles which it 
believes to be positive and fit for one of the stages the 
society is passing through in its development, that will 
not lessen that party’s value, because the important thing 
here is who began openly to advocate a given principle, 
since the truth is property of the public at large and it is 
in the interests of the society that views within it become 
unified in order that national reconciliation may be 
facilitated and all forces mobilized for the sake of 
Carrying out the cultural program which enjoys the 
support of the majority—and reaching consensus over 
the issue of democracy is in the interests of the society. 
Our concern to preserve political pluralism is a point of 
distinction because of our belief that the majority of 
young people are still not trained and that the presence 
of a number of bodies to absorb the masses is the 
guarantee of democracy and political pluralism which we 
consider a means for comprehensive development. 


However, a man may, when he reviews the draft of the 
ruling party’s program and compares it with the various 
decrees and bills issued by our movement’s conference 
which we held in December 1986 in the economic and 
social spheres, including the issue of education for exam- 
ple, observe points of difference and also some points of 
concurrence. Nonetheless, we believe that it is possible 
to define groundwork for common action and what has 
to be done to deal with the current situation in all areas. 


The Future of the Opposition 


[Question] How do you view the future of the opposi- 
tion, following the change Tunisia has witnessed? 


[Answer] The opposition in Tunisia made its presence 
felt in the previous era in spite of harrassment and 
repression, because it derived its legitimacy from the 
people. Every body that has popularity can guarantee its 
future, and the opposition in Tunisia has popularity. The 
new era which has changed conditions has promised the 
establishment of a government of institutions and law, 
and the opposition’s role today is a basic one in focussing 
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and implanting this orientation. We hope that the for- 
mulation of the laws which are now under study will take 
place in a clear manner so that the dark page of the past 
will be irrevocably turned over and a new page will be 
turned in which the vigorous forces will compete for the 
good of Tunisia and will spread forth. The ruling party 
itself can develop and change only in the framework of 
pluralism or it will be transformed into a new form of the 
single party which failed in the past. 


Ahmed El! Chabbi 


[Question] Is the choice by the ruling party of the name 
of Democratic Destourian Grouping a format for co- 
opting the slogans and programs of the opposition par- 
ties, as a large number of observers have considered? 


[Answer] We believe that the choice by the ruling party 
of the new name in itself indicates an inclination toward 
dominance, although we believe that it is normal for 
every party to seek to renovate its bodies, programs and 
leaders, and why not its name, if it feels that the historic 
stage imposes that on it. Also, it is natural that every 
party should try to rally the overwhelming majority of 
the people together about its organizations, and we do 
not believe that there is a single party which does not try 
to unite the nation around itself. Also, we do not see in 
the choice of the name “grouping” an indication of a 
desire to co-opt pluralism. This is because the philoso- 
phy of the grouping presumes the existence of intellec- 
tual and political pluralism within the party organization 
without denying it outside of it. 


[Question] Does this statement mean that you in the 
opposition do not feel some anxiety over the inclusion of 
new figures in the ruling party? 


[Answer] We do not feel any anxiety vis-a-vis the efforts 
of the ruling party to attract a number of independents 
and competent nationalists, because we believe that the 
phenomenon of independence is not correct, and in the 
best of conditions it is a transitional situation, since the 
basic point regarding modern democratic groupings is 
organized conduct within parties, and perhaps the time 
has come as far as the independents are concerned to 
choose their place in political life with full responsibility. 
In any event it is an issue which concerns them them- 
selves in the first degree. 


As to what concerns us ourselves as an opposition 
movement, that is the ruling party’s relationship to the 
government, because guaranteeing the administration’s 
neutrality and independence of parties is one of the 
conditions of the balance of political life and the guar- 
antee of the freedom of the citizen. In this area, we do 
not believe that anything new has been created. The head 
of the government has retained the chairmanship of the 
party, while we had hoped that he would relinquish this 
position on grounds that he was the president of all the 
Tunisians and the figure to whom they referred. 
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Tne director of the ruling party also still is a member of 
the cabinet, which is not compatible with the philosophy 
of pluralism and in our view should be considered one of 
the leftovers of the single-party system. The mass media 
are still covering the activities of the ruling party in a 
biased manner, the Chamber of Deputies still has a 
single color, and the branches of the ruling party are still 
interfering in the affairs of administration. Therefore 
what we are requesting is the separation of the parties 
from the government in a manner which will provide 
independence and neutrality of administration. 


[Question] What is the role of the opposition in the 
future? 


[Answer] The opposition must take part in the process of 
democratic change by mobilizing and training the citizen 
in the struggle to realize the political, social and cultural 
demands which the citizens are unanimous over. We are 
fully aware of the negative attitude for which the oppo- 
sition has been criticized in political life in the past 2 
years, since a role had been expected of it in creating 
democratic change or at least in embracing it and enlist- 
ing in it after 7 November, and we bear the criticism 
directed against the opposition with good will and hope 
that the parties will rectify the negativism to which their 
activity has become subjected. If this negativism contin- 
ues, it will create a political vacuum which will lead to 
grievous conclusions for the country’s progress toward 
democracy and social development. 


Mohamed Harmel 


[Question] What is the Communist Party’s position on 
the changes which have been introduced into the struc- 
ture and orientations of the Destourian Party? 


[Answer] We do not want to enter into the affairs of the 
Destourian Party, whose name now is the Democratic 
Destourian Grouping, but we do consider that its deci- 
sions always assume great importance as far as the 
country is concerned because of the status this party has 
in the government and the repercussions of its decisions 
on the people in the negative or positive sense. 


We express our reservations vis-a-vis the mentality 
which seems still to be deep-rooted in this party, which 
still believes in attaining a democratic national grouping 
within a single party, while the bitter experiences this 
party has gone through and the country has witnessed 
indicate that this goal has become unrealistic, and raising 
it in this form will be harmful to the notion of the 
democratic national grouping itself, which is an essential 
idea and cannot be realized within a single party, 
whether it is in power or in the opposition. Therefore, 
raising this slogan in the name of a single party obstructs 
the emergence of the grouping that is hoped for, part of 
which has been realized, about the principles of the 7 
November transition among the various parties and 
national forces. This criticism which we are levelling at 
the ruling party does not indicate that we are asking it 
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not to exert efforts to reorganize its structure and 
strengthen its ranks. That is one of its natural rights. 
Rather, we are criticizing the remnants of the mentality 
of the single party, the mentality of monopoly and the 
refusal to engage in dialogue, cooperation and even 
alliance with the broadest forces, an important portion 
of which are outside the ruling party and will remain 
outside it. 


We want a dialogue with the Democratic Destourian 
Grouping. Indeed, it is possible that we will carry out 
joint activities in the area of developing solidarity with 
the Palestinian people and supporting the uprising in the 
occupied territories or in regard to other issues such as 
the defense of national gains. 


[Question] The November change has introduced new 
facts and the opposition parties have no choice but to 
have supported them. What are the limits of concurrence 
and difference with the regime? 


[Answer] 7 November was indeed an important political 
transformation, and there is no doubt that it created new 
political circumstances through which the former bal- 
ances among the various parties changed. There is no 
doubt, either, that there is a group of new contradictions 
which require study and analysis in order that their 
dimensions and developments and the solutions which 
must be recommended for them may be ascertained, and 
we will soon hold a national council for our personnel for 
further profound reflection regarding the various phe- 
nomena which have arisen on the scene since 7 Novem- 
ber. 


[Question] How do you view the future of the opposi- 
tion? What role can your party play in the new political 
situation? 


[Answer] We believe in the role of the democratic 
Opposition and the need that this role continue in the 
new circumstances. The most important things that 7 
November has introduced include the recognition of 
political pluralism, that is, the presence of various move- 
ments and currents, an important portion of which exist 
outside the regime. This definition includes an acknowl- 
edgment of the role of the parties which bear responsi- 
bilities in government and consequently support what 
merits support and criticize what requires criticism in 
terms of negative aspects. Therefore after 7 November 
we said the change which has taken place certainly 
reflects the role of the opposition, since it has indeed 
become a democratic transition, supporting the general 
orientations, but in particular, as far as the Communists 
gO, engaging in support from a position that is indepen- 
dent of the regime and at the same time expresses the 
aspirations of the workers, the peasants, the unemployed 
and the young. The second role we consider fit for the 
opposition is that it must take part in building a demo- 
cratic progressive movement connected to the masses so 
that the changes will not be from above. The authorities 
no longer need support in the old traditional sense which 
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the former era engaged in until this superficial support 
shifted into total isolation. Rather, it needs support of a 
new kind which will involve aware criticism and partic- 
ipation which will bring about a departure from the 
ideology of indifference and mere observing, which will 
entail the best support for the national regime and the 
democratic orientations, whether inside or outside the 
ruling party. 


[Question] What then are your differences with the 
regime? 


[Answer] We have a number of differences, part of which 
we presented in our answers to the drafts of the law on 
parties and the law on the press and also on the occasion 
of the recent branch parliamentary elections. This is in 
the political area. We also have differences in regard to 
economic and social options. 
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Bank Signs 50 Million Dollar Loan to USSR 
44000077b Dubayy GULF NEWS in English 
13 Apr 88 p I! 


[Article: “First UAE Loan for Soviet Bank Signed”’] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi—A $50 million loan agreement to the 
USSR’s Bank for Foreign Economic Affairs (The 
Vnesheconombank) has been signed in the capital by the 
Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank and the Abu Dhabi Invest- 
ment Company. The loan has been arranged on a club 
deal basis with ADCB providing 65 per cent of the 
finance ($32.5 million) and the remaining 35 per cent 
($17.5 million) coming from ADIC. 


The loan is aimed at boosting trade and economic 
relations between the two countries with repayment 
spread over an 8 year period. 


On signing the agreement, the Chairman of ADCB, 
Sheikh Suroor bin Sultan Al Dhaheri commented: “The 
loan is the first major financial transaction since the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between the UAE 
and the USSR and we wish it to foster economic co- 
operation between the two countries.” 


For the Soviet side, the Deputy Chairman of the Vneshe- 
conombank’s Internatioan! Treasury, Edward Gostev 
said: “‘This loan is a token of the good relations between 
our two countries and the relationships will be strength- 
ened because of the economic ties between the banks. 
Trade will now develop between our countries and in 
this we will be playing a very important role.” Gostev 
also invited Sheikh Suroor bin Sultan Al Dhaheri to visit 
Russia as a guest of the Vnesheconombank. 
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The Vnesheconombank was formed in 1924, its head 
office is in Moscow. It is responsible for financing the 
USSR’s foreign trade and other external economic activ- 
ities. 


It employs 2,800 people and at the turn of the year its 
total assets were quoted at about 64 billion roubles ($100 
billion). 


In January of this year the bank made a 100 million 
Swiss franc bond issue which was well received by the 
financial markets. 


The issue was fully underwritten by a wide range of 
domestic (Swiss) and international banks. 
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Officials Sign Flight Pact With Czechoslovakia 
44000075a Dubayy, KHALEEJ TIMES in English 
13 Apr 88 p 10 


[Article: “Flight Pact With Prague”’] 


[Text] The UAE and Czechoslovakia yesterday signed, 
in principle, the first official aviation agreement and an 
attached protocol of understanding, awaiting official 
ratification by ministers of communications in both 
countries. 


The pact will officially open the air space and the only 
three Czechoslovakian international airports for Emir- 
ates and Gulf Air. 


The agreement designating Emirates and Gulf Air as the 
UAE national carriers left the number of flights to be 
exchanged by both countries open, in order to be 
arranged by the national carriers according to the needs 
after approval of both countries. 


The pact will officially open the air space and the only 
three Czechoslovakian international airports for Emir- 
ates and Gulf Air. 


The agreement designating Emirates and Gulf Air as the 
UAE national carriers left the number of flights to be 
exchanged by both countries open, in order to be 
arranged by the national carriers according to the needs 
after approval of both countries. 


The agreement was signed from the UAE side by 
Mohammed Yahya Al Suweidi, Communications Min- 
istry assistant undersecretary, and from the Czechoslo- 
vakian side by J. Nulicek, first deputy of the minister of 
communications. The ceremonies were attended by rep- 
resentatives of civil aviation, Emirates, Gulf Air and the 
foreign ministry. 


The pact was signed after two-day talks held at Abu 
Dhabi Inter-Con. between the UAE officials and the 
Czechoslovak delegation. 
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The Czechoslovakian side designated the Czechoslova- 
kian Airline as its national carrier, which would have the 
right to use the UAE’s five international airports. The 
Czechoslovakian carrier has been flying to Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai once a week for more than 10 years, through 
a provisional permission right, to be replaced by the 
agreement. 


Mr Suweidi stressed, at a speech on the occasion, the 
importance of the agreement in supporting bilateral 
cooperation. 


The 21-article agreement is based on equal rights and 
reciprocal treatment of the two countries’ national car- 
riers. Along with the enclosed protocol, it stated on 
conducting urgent consultations and cooperation 
between the two countries in case of any security prob- 
lem facing national carriers of both countries. 
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Re-Exports to Iraq Surge While Trade With Iran 
Slumps 

440000756 Dubayy, KHALEE,) TIMES in English 

16 Apr 88 p 2 


[Article by Latha Nayar: “Re-Exports to Iraq Surge”’} 


[Text] Iraq, although among the smaller of Dubai's 
trading partners, is providing an unexpected fillip to the 
re-export trade which is facing a crippled blockage to 
Iran, its largest offtake centre. 


Merchants said there had been a sharp surge in re- 
exports to the war-locked state over the past two months 
following an import liberalisation by Baghdad. 
Restricted to official agencies in the past, imports had 
been selectively thrown open to the private sector which 
had brought a rush of Iraqi orders in recent weeks. 


“Truckloads of textiles, spices, cosmetics and some 
construction material have been going to Iraq,” said an 
Indian merchant whose dealings had been largely with 
other Gulf combatant. “The brisk buying interest has 
come as something of a surprise,” he added. 


While a handful of merchants enjoying this windfall 
have described the quantities re-exported to Iraq as 
substantial, the buying has not been spread adequately to 
give a buoyancy to the market which is under a pall from 
the closure of Iran. 


Traders reported the Iraqis were paying cash for their 
purchases which include plywood and some canned 
foods. “Items like tea and sugar which used to go in 
tonnes daily to Iran are still bought only by the govern- 
ment so we cannot really have a boom from this 
market,”’ pointed out a merchant whose trading house 
has been sending out truckloads of synthetic textiles to 
Baghdad. 
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Official statistics reveal that Iraq has been steadily 
climbing up the chart of nations buying goods produced 
in the UAE. Exports of domestic manufacture of Iraq 
shot up to Dh38 million last year against DH10.4 million 
in 1986, while Iran took goods worth Dh19.4 million last 
year. 


The bulk of exports to Iraq consisted of aluminum ingots 
(Dh34 million) with lubricants accounting for another 
Dh1.6 million. 


Re-exports too have shown an uptrend with the 1987 
figure crossing Dh42 million up almost 50 per cent over 
the previous year. Textiles were the top item followed by 
delivery vans and pick-ups, readymade gatments and 
airconditioners. 


Trade is hopeful the figures will be substantially higlter 
this year given the trend of the past couple of months, 
although some sources expressed scepticism over the 
market remaining open for long. 


According tg a trade source, “Reports have been trick- 
ling in of stocks piling up in Iraq which may. make the 
authorities reconsider their poiicy. But by the large the 
feeling is Iraq will remain a promising-re-export destina- 
ton.” 


Iran on the other hand is leaving trade guessing with the 
expected reopening of the market during Nowruz 
(March 21) failing to materialise. The Islamic Republic, 
which last year took goods worth an all-time high of 
Dh1.3 billion, has closed its doors firmly to re-exports 
from Dubai. 


“Nothing is moving to Iran not even foodstuff but there 
are indications that goods will be bought for Kish (Iran’s 
free trade island) pretty soon,” according to a merchant 
with close Iran links. 


All the same re-exporters are beginning to realise that 
business with Iran wiil be on a —_ lower, scale this 
year. : 


The country has increased its barter deals and reports 
have come in of massive tea purchases in Colombo, 
effectively depriving the trade here of business running 
into several million dollars. 


Simultianeously Iran is implementing agreements signed 
with Turkey and Pakistan for increasing exports through 
these countries. 
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Officials Sign Agricultural Pact With Morocco 
44000079b Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
15 Apr 88 p 2 


[Article: “UAE, Morocco Sign Agricultural Pact”) 


[Text] Rabat, Morocco (WAM): The United Arab Emir- 
ates and Morocco have concluded here yesterday an 
agreement orf co-operation between the two countries in 
the field of agriculture. 


The agreement was initialed on the UAE side by visiting 
Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Saeed al Ragabani 
and on the Moroccan side by Minister of Agriculture and 
Agrarian Reform Othmane Demnati. 


The agreement provides for the setting up of a joint 
agricultural committee to examine projects likely be 
carried out in co-operation between the two countries in 
the agricultural field and to look into co-operation pro- 


. grammes and their follow up. 


The agreement which is part of the economic, technical 
and commercial accord concluded between the two 
countries also provides for Morocco’s technical and 
administrative assistance to the UAE in the field of 
agriculture and the exchange of visits between the two 
countries’ specialists in this field. 


It calls on the two countries to explore possibilities, for 
setting up joint investment projects in the field of 
agricultural production in order to secure their needs in 
basic food. 


Speaking on the occasion, the Moroccan Minister 
expressed the two countries’ willingness to strengthen 
bilateral relations and boost technical co-operation in 
the field of agriculture. 


The signing ceremony was attended by the Secretary 
General of the Moroccan Ministry of Agriculture and 
Agrarian Reform, the UAE Ambassador to Morocco, 
Issa Hamad Abou Shihab and other officials. 


Ragabani arrived in Morocco on Sunday at the invita- 
tion of his Moroccan counterpart, Othman al Damnati, 
to discuss bilateral co-operation in the agriculture sector. 


He was briefed on the activities of the National Institute 
of Agronomic Research in the Haouz region and the 
pre-Sahara as well as on co-operation between the Centre 
and different regional and international organisations. 


The Minister was also briefed on the different research 
projects under way concerning the in-vitro multiplica- 
tion of date trees and struggle against diseases affecting 
date palms. 


The delegation praised the success achieved by Morocco 
in this field. 
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Ragabani who returns home today is expected to sign an 
agriculture co-operation agreement before concluding 
his visit. 
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Zayid Orders Construction of Dam in Al-Shuwayb 
Dam Region 

44040200B Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 

28 Mar 88 p 1 


[Excerpts] Yesterday afternoon, HH Shaykh Zayid bin 
Sultan Al Nuhayyan, president of the UAE, conducted a 
complete inspection tour of Al-Shuwayb Dam district. 
During the tour, he examined the ongoing construction 
on the eastern and western sides of the dam. The 
construction had been previously ordered and person- 
naly supervised by His Highness after the heavy rainfall 
which hit the country recently. The intent of this con- 
struction is to expand both sides to hold and retain the 
maximum amount of rainwater for use in agricultural 
development projects year-round, and for the purpose of 
increasing underground water storage to guarantee the 
continuous irrigation of farms in that region. 


His Highness the president ordered the construction of a 
two-kilometer long concrete dam, east of Al-Shuwayb 
Dam, to retain rainwater, combat flash floods, prevent 
landslides, and protect residential areas as well as farms 
in al-Shuwayb and al-Madam regions. 


The above was announced by Shaykh Sa’id bin Tahnun, 
deputy director of the Municipality Department and the 
City Planning Department in al-’Ayn, who accompanied 
His Highness on the tour. 
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1987 Statistics Show Major Economic Growth in 
Dubayy 

44040200A Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 

28 Mar 88 p 2 


[Text] During the first 9 months of last year, the volume 
of Dubayy’s foreign trade was 5.1 million tons valued at 
19 billion dirhams, compared to 4.7 million tons valued 
at 15 billion dirhams during the same period of the 
previous year. This amounts to a 7% increase in weight 
and a 19.7% increase in value. 


The above statistics were cited by the Dubayy chamber 
of commerce. Statistics also show that the value of 
Dubayy’s imports during the same period reached 14.5 
billion dirhams, compared to 12.1 billion dirhams dur- 
ing the same period in 1986. This amounts to a 12.5% 
increase. Dubayy’s non-petroleum imports also 
increased during the first 9 months of last year by 2.5%, 
amounting to 958.9 million dirhams, compared to 935.6 
million dirhams during the same period of the previous 
year. 
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The re-export activity rose during the same period by 
62.4% amounting to 4.1 billion dirhams, compared to 
approximately 2.4 billion dirhams during the same 
period of 1986. 


The countries exporting to Dubayy were 120 compared 
to 115 countries importing from Dubayy. 


Japan was the top exporter to Dubayy, as imports from 
Japan reached around 2.5 billion dirhams, or 18% of the 
total imports, followed by Britain with 1.32 billion 
dirhams of imports, or 9.6% of the total imports, fol- 
lowed by the United States with 1.1 billion dirharns of 
imports, or 7.6% of the total imports, then by West 
Germany with one billion dirhams or 7.5% of the total 
imports. Dubayy’s imports rose from some Asian coun- 
tries with currencies weak egainst the dollar; those 
countries include South Korea, China, Thailand, and 
Iran. 


Dubayy’s exports were in the amount of 567.1 million 
dirhams to Saudi Arabia, 324.5 million dirhams to 
Japan, 310.2 million dirhams to Qatar, and 263.6 mil- 
lion dirhams to the United States. 


Dubayy’s imports from the Gulf Cooperation Council 
states registered a slight increase of 1.9%, reaching 661.1 
million dirhams, compared to 649 million dirhams dur- 
ing the first 9 months of 1986. 
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Overview of Al-Shariqah’s Economic Trends 
44090077c Dubayy GULF NEWS in English 
12 Apr 88 p 3 


[Article: “Putting a Smile Back Into Sharjah”] 


[Text] The recession wiped the smile off Sharjah’s face in 
the early 80s, but now it is returning as confidence rises 
in the emirate. 


A more relaxed policy on visas, the free-trade zone and a 
general upturn in the economy have brightened pros- 
pects for Sharjah in sharp contrast to the situation two 
years ago. 


Now with $1,124m in loans rescheduled, Sharjah is 
looking to the future with its eyes open and renewed 
optimism. 


Within the last year the Sharjah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry reported a 20 per cent growth in the 
number of companies register with it. 


The reason is largely to do with Sharjah’s open arms 
policy in welcoming new ventures into its industrial 
zones, and aiso, of course, low overheads for companies 
which have been calculated to be 20 to 25 per cent lower 
than in any other emirate. 
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Cheap rents, low labour costs and readily available 
facilities have prompted an influx rather than the exodus 
which threatened service industries badly affected by the 
lack of spending power among the fast diminishing 
population. 


Saeed Obeid Al Jarwan, General Manager of the Cham- 
ber of Commerce doesn’t hold back, when he says: 
“There has been a dramatic increase in the number of 
companies coming here. Last year 40 new factories were 
occupied bringing the total number of business created 
last year, large and small, to 2,075. 


“Industrialis.s are now utilising space in factories 
because of the reasonable rents. The tax-free policy has 
also attracted a great many GCC nationals as well as 
Asians to set up business. 


“The main reason for the economic decline was psycho- 
logical with investors becoming afraid to take risks. Even 
expatriates cut back in their expenditure sharply as they 
anticipated losing their jobs. 


“Now Sharjah government is spending far less on 
projects because the infrastructure has been largely com- 
pleted. Roads and housing projects were completed to a 
high standard, so that when the investment came again 
we could take advantage of the upturn.” 


Saeed Obaid said the recession had taken everyone by 
surprise, but that those who now have accepted the “new 
conditions” within the Gulf markets and survived where 
other businesses have collapsed are now better equipped 
to react to market changes. 


Free advice is offered by the chamber to prospective 
investors so that businesses can be established with the 
“‘minimum of fuss.” 


An important indicator in Sharjah’s emerging competi- 
tion as a business centre to Dubai is the increasing level 
of airport business. Last month there was a 33 per cent 
increase in airline traffic and a 30 per cent increase in 
travellers passing through the airport compared to 
March 1987. 


Freight more than doubled in quantity with 1,951 tonnes 
unloaded last month compared to 968 tonnes during the 
same month last year. 


An airport spokesman said that the healthier economic 
atmosphere and easier regulations regarding the issue of 
visas had greatly helped boost business. 


‘Last month 77,470 passengers used the airport which is 
considerably more than the 59,416 during March last 
year,” he said, “We’re confident this trend will con- 
tinue.” 
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Tehran topped the list as Sharjah’s main trading partner 
with 292 tonnes of goods brought into the Emirates 
through the airport, with some | 30 tonnes exported back 
to the Iranian capital. 
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Zayed and Khalifah Donate Funds To Aid 
Uprising 

44000079a Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
6 Apr 88 p 1 


[Article: “Zayed Gives $10m To Aid Uprising”] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi (WAM): His Highness President 
Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan al Nahyan yesterday decided to 
donate $10 million in solidarity with the Palestinian 
uprising in the occupied terriiuries. 


Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed 
Forces, also decided to donate 10 million dirhams ($2.7 
million) to the fund of the UAE Committee for Arab 
Solidarity. 


Sheikh Khalifa said the President was following up with 
esteem and pride the unique heroism of our brothers in 
the occupied Arab territories. 


He said Sheikh Zayed was “full of admiration and 
respect to those heroes who are leading a new battle of 
steadfastness and confrontation against the Zionist per- 
secution and proving that the Palestinian people will not 
give up their rights and will never succumb to persecu- 
tion no matter what the sacrifices are.”’ 


Stressing the UAE’s commitment to the Palestinian 
issue, Sheikh Khalifa said: ““We are all requested, in view 
of the great sacrifices of the Palestinian people, to redress 
their griefs, support them in order to give the uprising 
power and vitality and to eventually achieve liberation 
and freedom.” 


He added that any material or moral support is consid- 
ered very small when compared with the blood of the 
martyrs which is shed every day on the Palestinian holy 
soil. 


The remarks were made by Sheikh Khalifa during a 
meeting yesterday with Al Akhdar al Ibrahimi, Assistant 
Secretary-General of the Arab League and Salim al 
Za’anoun, Deputy Speaker of the Palestine National 
Council (Parliament). 


Ibrahimi and Za’anoun are members of a special Arab 
League committee formed in Tunis last month. The 
seven-member committee is entrusted with consolidat- 
ing Arab solidarity with the Palestinian uprising. 








JPRS-NEA-88-037 31 May 1988 


The meeting was attended by Ahmed Kahlifa at Suweidi, 
Representziive of the President, and Khaled Malak, 
Charge d’Affaiics of the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, PLO, in the UAF. 
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Currency Swings Push Import Costs Up 
44000075c Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 
18 Apr 88 p 11 


[Article: “Currency Swings Push UAi’s Import Cost 
Up”) 


[Text] The unit cost of consumer impor s into the UAE 


has risen dramatically since 1975 to scale a new high last _ 


year when it shot up almost 22 per cent owing to 
currency fluctuations. 


The unit value (in dirhams per kg) was 52.59 in 1987 
against 43.19 in the previous year although the peak 
during the period under review was touched in 1980 at 
55.17. 


In an analysis of dirham trends between 1975 and 1987 
the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and Industry found 
that prices of intermediary goods were more or less 
maintained, in fact dipping 14 per cent to 7.01 last year, 
while capital goods showed a steady increase. 


Import prices of the latter category registered a 76 per 
cent rise during the past 12 years from 14.75 to 25.95 last 
year but unlike consumer goods there were no sharp 
fluctuations, the study noted. 


“The dirham’s stability had a significant role in absorb- 
ing the imported inflationary trends in the industrialised 
countries during the period by keeping the local market 
prices stable,” the review pointed out. 


Giving the break-up of the import cost escalations the 
chamber study found the sharpest increases were 
recorded in beverages (127 per cent) followed by 
machinery and transport equipment (nine per cent) with 
manufactured goods, mineral fuels and edible oils 
recording smaller hikes. 


The appreciation of the US dollar and the dirham in the 
first half of the period improved the oil export earnings 
and also moderated the rise in import prices due to 
inflation in the major trading partners of the UAE. The 
average rise in import prices during 1981 was 12 to 13 
per cent compared with 18 per cent during 1980, the 
decline being attributed mainly to the appreciation of the 
dirham. 


Moreover, commercial dealings with its top partners in 
the industrialised world who accounted for 70 per cent of 
the total import value were in favour of the UAE due to 
the relatively strong exchange value of the dirham. 
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But in view of the sharp deterioration of the dollar 
against major international currencies in recent years the 
study called for a review of the dirham-dollar link. 
“Linking the dirham with a selected basket of currencies 
will in the prevailing circumstances in avoiding further 
difficulties arising from the deterioration of the dollar,” 
it emphasised. 
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1987 Import-Export Statistics by Country 
44000076a Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
19 Apr 88 p 3 


[Article: ““A Good March for Abu Dhabi as Trade Rises 
Agaih”’} 


[Text] Abu Dhabi: The total non-oil trade of the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi last month showed a sharp rise in all 
sectors over the same month last year, according to 
figures released yesterday by Khalfan al Muheiry, Under 
Secretary for Customs Affairs at the Abu Dhabi Depart- 
ment of Finance. 


The rises come from the third month in succession, an 
indication of a revival of activity in the local economy. 


The value of total non-oil trade, including imports, 
re-exports and exports, rose from Dh. 558.008 million in 
March 1987 to Dh. 809.81 million last month, a rise of 
37.7 per cent. 


The Department’s figures cover all trade through the 
ports of Mina Zayed and Mina Mussafah, through the 
International Airport, and through the Sila’s checkpoint, 
but exclude ‘trade’ with other emirates and other over- 
land routes, as well as oil all gas exports. 


A breakdown of the figures shows a substantial rise in 
value in all sectors, with imports predominating. 


Imports: 


The value of imports rose from Dh. 413.56 million last 
year to Dh. 581.37 million last month, a rise of 40.6 per 
cent, although the weight declined slightly from 112.84 
million kilograms to 104.58 million kilos. 


The bulk of the imports continued to come in by sea, 
although there was a slight decline from 55.8 per cent of 
value in March 1987 to 52.7 per cent of value last month. 
Road transport accounted for 26.3 per cent in March 
1987 and for 26.9 per cent last month. The value of 
goods imported by air rose from 17.9 per cent of the total 
to 20.4 per cent of the total, or up from Dh. 74.096 
million to Dh. 114.609 million, a jump of 60 per cent, an 
indication of the successful development of the cargo 
operation at Abu Dhabi International Airport. 
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The main source of imports was Britain, supplying Dh. 
101.22 million worth of goods, up from only Dh. 42.49 a 
year ago, with Japan second, Dh. 92.29 million, up from 
Dh. 43.98 million, and West Germany third, up to Dh. 
69.81 million from Dh. 54.69 million. 


In fourth place was the United States, whose imports 
rose from Dh. 38.13 million to Dh. 57.77 million, 
followed by Saudi Arabia, up to Dh. 38.8 million from 
Dh. 27.i million, and France, falling from Dh. 36.43 
million in March last year to Dh. 27.99 million last 
month. 


Re-exports: 


The value of re-exports rose from Dh. 135.73 million in 
March last year to Dh. 179.79 million last month, an 
increase of 32.5 per cent. The bulk of the re-exports are 
sent by road, accounting for 71.9 per cent of the total a 
year ago, and 83.1 per cent last month. The share of the 
International Airport fell slightly, from 14.7 per cent to 
13.5 per cent, with re-exports through the ports dropping 
from 13.4 per cent of the total to only 3.4 per cent. 


The main destination for re-exports remained the neigh- 
bouring Gulf states, with Saudi Arabia accounting for 
Dh. 40.21 million a year ago and Dh. 54.46 million last 
month, Qatar’s share rising from Dh. 30.3 million to Dh 
47.58 million over the same period, and that of Kuwait 
rising from Dh 9.78 million to Dh. 14.8 million. 


Re-exports to Bahrain rose from Dh. 3.54 million to Dh. 
6.76 million, but the state fell to fifth place, being 
overtaken by Lebanon, which rose from Dh. 2.35 million 
to Dh. 9.21 million. Last month, Iraq, up from Dh. 
947,000 to Dh. 6.3 million, and Jordan up from Dh. |.27 
million to Dh. 6.02 million, occupied sixth and seventh 
places. 


Exports: 


Total exports rose from Dh. 39.72 million in March last 
year to Dh. 48.65 million last month, a rise of 22.5 per 
cent, a year ago, 97 per cent went by road, and 3 per cent 
by sea, all on country craft, but last month, 99.1 per cent 
went by road, with country craft taking 0.5 per cenit, 
ocean-going ships 0.3 per cent, and 0.1 per cent by air. 
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Exports to Saudi Arabia rose from Dh. 21.2 million to — 
Dh. 26.9 million, to Qatar from Dh. 10.51 million to Dh. 
13.44 million, and to Kuwait from 1.91 million to Dh. 
2.8 million. 
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1987 Import-Export Statistics by Commodity 
44000076b Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
20 Apr 88 Dp 3 


‘Article: “USA Tops Imports by Abu Dhabi in First 
Quarter”) 


‘Text}] Abu Dhabi: The United States more than tripled 
its exports to Abu Dhabi Emirate in the first quarter of 
this year, compared to the same period according to a 
survey of the monthly statistics released by the Customs 
Department. 


In the first three months of 1987, the USA exported 
goods worth Dh. 93.93 million to Abu Dhabi, with the 
total leaping to Dh. 325.38 million in the first three 
months of this year. 


Imports by the Emirate from all countries rose over the 
same period from Dh. 1.35 billion in the first quarter of 
last year to Dh. 1.62 billion in the same period this year, 
an increase of 20.15 per cent, the Customs Department 
figures show. 


In the sphere of exports, Saudi Arabia retained its 
position as the leading destination, taking goods worth 
Dh. 63.82 million in the first quarter of last year, rising 
to Dh. 83.02 million in the same period this year. 


Total exports rose only slightly, from Dh. 129.88 million 
to Dh. 131.3 million, a rise of only 1.09 per cent. 


As far as the Emirate’s re-export trade was concerned, 
total trade rose from Dh. 398.9 million to Dh. 421.94 
million, a rise of 5.78 per cent, again with Saud: Arabia 
being the main destination, accounting for trade in the 
first quarter of this year of Dh. 139.24 million, down 
slightly from the previous year. Qatar was in second 
place, with trade of Dh. 116.995 million, up 37.51 per 
cent, followed by Kuwait, Bahrain, Lebanon and Iraq, 
the latter overtaking Jordan into sixth place. 


Total trade in the first quarter this year, including 
imports, exports and re-exports rose to Dh. 2.172 billion, 
up 15.76 per cent over the 1987 first quarter figure of 
Dh. 1.876 billion. 
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IMPORT TRADE in millions of dirhams: 


Country Ist Qtr 1987 
USA Dh. 93.93 
UK 179.32 
Japan 159.22 
West Germany 170.31 
Saudi Arabia 76.17 
Italy 46.16 
France 69.69 
Total, inc. others 1,347.12 


EXPORT TRADE in millions of dirhams: 


Country Ist Qtr 1987 
Saudi Arabia Dh. 63.82 
Qatar 30.63 
Kuwait 9.03 
Jordan 1.52 
Bahrain 1.48 
Syria 0.09 
Total, inc. others 129.88 


RE-EXPORT TRADE in millions of dirhams: 


Country Ist Qtr 1987 
Saudi Arabia Dh. 146.95 
Qatar 85.05 
Kuwait 23.90 
Bahrain 5.33 
Lebanon 5.64 
Iraq 3.10 
Total, inc. others 398.90 


SUMMARY TABLE in millions of dirhams: 


Imports Exports 
1987 QI 1,347.12 129.88 
1888 QI 2,171.82 131.30 
/12223 


1988 Import-Export Statistics Show Further Rise 
44000076c Abu Dhabi EMIRATES NEWS in English 
18 Apr 88 p 3 


[Article: “Machinery, Transport Imports Rise by Nearly 
Dh. 350 Million”’} 


Ist Qtr 1988 % rise 
Dh. 325.38 + 246.4] 
260.95 + 45.52 
240.79 + 51.23 
223.18 + 32.04 
106.28 + 39.53 
88.11 + 90.88 
75.17 + 7.86 
1,618.58 + 20.15 
Ist Qtr 1988 % rise 
Dh. 83.02 + 30.08 
36.8 + 20.14 
8.88 - 1.66 
7.15 + 370.39 
1.36 - 8.11 
1.76 + 1855.55 
131.30 + 1.09 
Ist Qtr 1988 %rise 
Dh. 139.24 - 5.25 
116.99 + 37.51 
41.94 + 75.48 
20.43 + 283.07 
18.97 + 236.59 
13.70 + 342.35 
421.94 + 5.78 
Re-Exports Total %Rise 
398.90 1,875.89 
421.94 2,171.82 + 15.76 


[Text] Abu Dhabi: A sharp rise in the quantity of 
manufactured items and machinery and transport equip- 
ment being imported into the Emirate of Abu Dhabi 
during the first quarter of this year was largely responsi- 
ble for the overall rise of nearly 44 per cent in the 
Emirate’s imports, and over 37.50 per cent rise in the 
Emirate’s total non-oil trade compared to the first quar- 
ier of last year. 
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Imports of machinery and trahsport equipment rose 
from Dh. 605.2 million in the first quarter of last year to 
Dh. 946.47 million in the first quarter this year, with 
imports of manufactured: goods classified mainly by 
materials rising from Dh. 193.41 million to Dh. 240.96 
million, and of other miscellaneous manufactured arti- 
cles rising from Dh. 85.893 million to Dh. 160.94 
million, according to Customs Department statistics. 


Imports of chemicals and related products also rose from 
Dh. 86.53 million to Dh. 133.51 million over the same 
period. 


In contrast there was a slight drop in the amount of food 
and live animals for food imported, which fell from a 
value of Dh. 208.08 million to Dh. 201.04 million. 


Total imports rose overall from La. 1,215.56 million to 
Dh. 1,750.15 million, a jump of 43.98 per cent, while 
overall non-oil trade, including exports and re-exports, 
rose from Dh. 1,703.03 million to Dh. 2,344.75 million, 
a rise of 37.68 per cent. 


A comparative summary of imports, broken down into 
the Standard International Trade Classification, SITC, 
categories follows, figures in millions of UAE dirhams: 


Commodity 1987 QI 1988 QI 
Food, live animals chiefly for food Dh. 208.08 201.04 
Beverages and tobacco 9.73 18.24 
Crude inedible materials, except fuel 11.84 15.61 
Mineral fuels, lubricants and related 8.4 27.01 
Animal and vegetable oils, fats & 2.98 3.17 
waxes 

Chemicals and related products 86.53 133.51 
Manufactured goods,classified chiefly 193.41 240.96 
by materials 

Machinery and transport equipment 605.62 946.47 
Misc. manufactured articles 85.93 160.94 
Commodities, transactions not other- 3.06 3.19 
wise stated 

TOTALS 1,215.56 1,750.15 


Figures have been rounded up. 


Exports from the Emirate saw a smaller growth of 20.6 
per cent, mainly to Gulf countries, with the largest share, 
over fifty per cent, being accounted for by exports of 
manufactured goods classified by materials and other 
miscellaneous manufactured items, which rose in total 
from Dh. 53.48 million in the first quarter of 1987 to Dh. 
73.17 million in the first quarter this year. 


Exports of chemicals and related products jumped from 
Dh. 14.1 million to Dh. 22.54 million over the same 
period, while exports of food and live animals also rose 
significantly, from Dh. 14.51 million to Dh. 18.76 mil- 
lion, an encouraging figure for the Emirate’s growing 
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agricultural industry. The expansion of the agriculture 
sector in recent years has led to Abu Dhabi having a 
surplus of vegetables available for export in winter 
months. 


Comparative export figures, by SITC classification, are 
as follows in millions of UAE dirhams: 


Commodity 1987 Q11988 Q2 
Food, live animals chiefly for food 14.51 18.76 
Beverages and tobacco 2.55 3.54 
Crude inedible materials,except fuel 0.33 2.02 
Mineral fuels, lubricants and related 23.70 15.21 
Animal and vegetable oils, fats & waxes 0.19 0.52 
Chemicals and related products 14.10 22.54 
Manufactured goods, classified mainly by 43.45 56.06 
material 

Machinery and transport equipment 9.60 6.97 
Misc. manufactured articles 9.93 17.11 
Commodities, transactions not elsewhere 0.04 
stated 

TOTALS 118.39 142.79 


Figures have been rounded up. 


Finally, the re-export trade of the Emirate has also 
shown a respectable increase of nearly a quarter, rising 
from Dh. 369.08 million to Dh. 451.82 million, or 22.42 
per cent. The bulk is accounted for by miscellaneous 
manufactured articles, machinery and transport equip- 
ment and food and live animals, which together account 
for nearly 85 per cent of the total for the first quarter of 
this year, slightly up on last year’s percentage. 


Total figures for Re-Exports are as follows, by SITC 
classification, and in millions of UAE dirhams. 


Commodity 1987 QIL988 QI 
Food, live animals chiefly for food 83.31 120.48 
Beverages and tobacco 0.80 0.67 
Crude inedible materials, except fuel 1.664 2.46 
Mineral fuels, lubricants and related 46 2 
Animal and vegetable oils, fats & waxes 0.34 0.61 
Chemicals and related products 8.65 16.61 
Manufactured goods, classified chiefly by 39.99 48.08 
material 

Machinery and transport equipment 129.26 120.41 
Misc. manufactured articles 95.68 139.87 
Commodities, transactions not otherwise Res ORS 
stated 

TOTALS 369.08 451.82 


Figures have been rounded up. 


Summary table 


Owing to an inadvertent transposition of the months of 
January 1987 and January 1988 in the calculation of the 
summary totals for the first quarters of last year and this 
year printed yesterday, the figure given for last year was 
over-stated, and that for this year under-stated. 
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The correct figures indicate a much larger percentage 
growth than originally printed in the Emirate’s overal! 
trade in the past year in ali sectors, as shown below: 


All figures in millions of dirhams. 


Imports Exports Re-exports Tota! 
1987 QI 1,215.56 118.39 369.08 1,703.03 
1988 Qi 1,750.15 142.78 451.82 2,344.75 
% Rise 43.98 20.60 22.42 37.68 


Other figures printed yesterday in the detailed tables 
were accurate with the exception of imports from the 
United States, which were a total of Dh. 289.22 million 
during the first quarter of this year, a rise of 207.9 per 
cent, rather than the 246.4! per cent printed. The 
relative positions of exporters to the UAE remains 
unchanged. The errors are regretted. 
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Overview of Abu Dhabi Business Difficulties 
44000077a Dubayy GULF NEWS in English 
11 Apr 88 p 23 


{Article: ““Caution Marks Business in Abu Dhabi} 


[Text] While Dubai’s business circles warm to the con- 
fident glow of an economy climbing out of recessions, 
the picture emerging from Abu Dhabi is still one of 
caution. The capital’s over-riding dependency on the oil 
market means many are sill keeping their fingers 
crossed that prices will be maintained during 1988 at the 
official Opec price of $18 a barrel. 


At the turn of the year, the Governor of the UAE Central 
Bank, Abdul Malik Al Hamar, warned that if oil prices 
were driven down this year as a result of lower economic 
growth in industrialised countries, the UAE’s budget 
would be hit. However, he was confident that any 
fall-out in price levels would be small and that the UAE 
could cope with it. 


The overall stability in oil prices last year has led most 
businessmen to admit that the capital’s economy too has 
levelled out. Gone are the days of wide-scale shedding of 
labour with most of the oil-related industries pledging to 
maintain staffing levels at the new rationalised ratios. 


Business in the oil-field services sector is said to have 
experienced positive growth in the past year. Adi! Bao- 
beid, the Marketing Manager for Al Mansoori Specia- 
lised Engineering, says oil services companies that have 
successfully survived the recession have been those 
which were prepared for the economic downturn. He 
added that development has now reached saturation 
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level and the companies most likely to survive in the 
renewed competitive economic climate would be those 
with the greater expertise. ““The future is optimistic,” he 
said. 


Caution though is the general byword, even for Patrice 
Maveyraud, the General Manager of Banque Paribas, 
one of the leading financial institutions supporting the 
business sector in the capital. “There has definitely been 
an improvement in the first quarter of 1988 than in the 
whole of last year,” he said. 


“However, there is not a recovery like the scale in Dubai. 
It has to be remembered that the two economies are 
vastly different. Abu Dhabi is geared towards the oil 
industry and investment, Dubai is geared towards trad- 
ing. There are now some smaller contracts due to filter 
through in the capital during 1988. So, while there is 
some improvement, I would still be very cautious about 
gy 


On the investment front, the eyes of the money men in 
the capital are more and more frequently turning over- 
seas. Joint venture projects abroad are becoming the 
order of the day with leading companies like Adnoc 
placing faith in countries like Pakistan where, via a joint 
venture company, it is to help finance the building of a 
big refinery in Multan. The Abu Dhabi National Hotels 
Company, too, has ventured further afield. Through its 
50 per cent associate, the Overseas Tourist Investment 
Company, it is now engaged in the development of 
tourist complexes in North Africa and Turkey. 


The rising trend towards investment abroad could, in the 
view of Sultan Al Suwaydi, the Managing Director of the 
Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, hold back the economy 
and rein-in a real economic revival if it is not accompa- 
nied by a closer look at the possibilities at home. “The 
economy of Abu Dhabi is stable now,” he said, “but it 
needs more planning for the future. There are still excess 
supplies in certain areas which is causing stagnation. For 
instance, in the retail, service and construction indus- 
tries, there is an excess of companies. This will require 
adjustment and more selection and planning for the 
future. 


“Abu Dhabi has never been an important centre for 
trading so by and large, it escaped the severe effects of the 
trading recession. Its economy, in general, is stable and it 
will remain so if oil prices remain at the current official 
level. If, however, o1! prices face some difficulty, the 
economy will reflect this. 


“As a matter of fact, the economy of the UAE as a whole 
is mostly still dependent on oil. The re-export figures are 
important, but not totally significant. Oil still plays the 
most important role, its revenue and government spend- 
ing are inter-linked. 
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“The UAE, in general, will have to start investing in 
revenue-generating areas in a large way. For instance, in 
fisheries and fish-farms which are very feasible in the 
waters around the UAE. There should also be an empha- 
sis On agriculture, particularly with crops which require 
little water. We should do this in a big way, so that we 
can export more to other trading countries in the future 
in return for goods and services.” 


The Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce says it can 
identify positive trends in the economy and points to a 


. - rise in disposable income of 13:3 per cent last year on 


figures for. 1986. It is a fact which sits uneasily by other 
Statistics pointing to a drop in remittances by expatriate 
_ labour, the Pakistani community has remitted 12.5 per 
cent less in the past year, and a fall of 30 per cent in the 
sale of new cars in the capital. All this does little to 
convince Mohammed Al Fahim, the Managing Director 
of one of the capital’s largest trading groups, Al Fahim, 
that an upturn is around the corner. 


“So far this year the government has not approved its 
* budget and many projects in the public sector are at a 
standstill. Sure, many projects are signed and pending, 
but few are actually finalised,” he added. 


People too appear to be saving less. Clarence Rupert of 
the UAE Exchange, one of the largest exchange houses in 
the capital, said though the economic situation appeared 
to be settling down, there were no great hopes for the 
future. “This year does not present anything new in my 
opinion,” he warned. “‘There is not much activity. Up to 
1987, we were doing wonderful business but in the first 
three months of this year we have not done anything like 
the business we did in the last quarter of last year.” 


Remittances though have been largely hit by volatile 
foreign exchange rates which are also making life that 
much more difficult for the major importers of European 
goods. One of those is Mohsen Raslan, the General 
Manager of AGMC in Abu Dhabi which is the BMW 
agent for the emirate. Though his sales are up to 20 per 
cent and he has a waiting list for new models, his 
optimism abou‘ the future is yet to perk up. 


“Whether the stable situation will continue is another 
question altogether, ” he said. ““The European currencies 
are still getting higher which affects any import bill and 
consequently the ultimate cost to the customer. The 
second half of this year could see the situation worsen. 
The information we have from Germany suggests that 
the deutschmark will get even stronger during the last 
quarter of 1988, which will make the position we face a 
little more difficult.” 


Two of the main indicators of a recession emergence are 
property prices and wage levels. On both fronts, the 
Capital appears to be making little headway. 
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‘There is a rise in the villa rentat§,”’said a spokesman for 
Al Marzouki Estate Agents. “They have gone up by 
about 15 per cent in the past: year but that is because 
there is a shortage of villa accommodation. But the price 
of flats has fallen regularly over the past few years and 
while it has now levelled out, rents show no sign of rising 
at the moment.” 


On the job front, the picture seems somewhat bleaker. 
“There are more people looking for jobs now than there 
are jobs available,” said a spokeswoman for SOS 
Recruitment Agency. “Because of this wages and salaries 
are falling. People are being paid a lot less than they were 
six years ago and it shows no sign of improvement. On 
top of that employers are now demanding a lot more 
expertise for their money. If there is an upturn, it is not 
noticeable from where we sit.” : 


But there are bright spots. The hatel industry is one. 
Abdullah Al Saadi, the Deputy Director of the Abu 
Dhabi National Hotels Company, says the fact that the 
company has just announced a 13 per cent rise in profits 
reflects a possible economic upsurge. Figures for the first 
three months of this year, he said, promise even better 
returns. : 


The local municipality, too, says it is playing a role in 
helping to stimulate the economy. Municipality spokes- 
man, Ahmed Awad Al Karim, said the government is 
helping the public to move into a new economic era by 
creating large local projects to stimulate development. 
Road improvement in the Tourist Club is going ahead at 
a cost of Dh. 39 million. The Public Works Department 
has teamed up with the Municipality for a multi-billion- 
dirham scheme to transform the Corniche breakwater 
into a leisure island. 


For the Abu Dhabi Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
though, the future still holds out tremendous possibili- 
ties. The capital’s oil reserves, it says, are good a” u the 
oil-producing countries in the Gulf are now recording 
growth and basing decisions on studied reports, plans 
and intercooperation. In addition, officials say Opec will 
continue to control the oil market well into the next 
decade. 


Officials also believe efforts to establish a Gulf Common 
Market will give an enormous boost to the economy. “At 
the AGCC level,” the statement goes on, “a tremendous 
amount has been done in the field of co-operation. Much 
is now also being done to set up a Gulf Common Market 
which will open wide opportunities for prosperity and 
welfare.” 


But for Graham Nonweiler, the Managing Director of 
the software house, TekniCom, the capital’s economy 
has finally come of age. 
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“I don’t believe recession is the correct description for 
the past few years,” he said. “It has really been a case of 
a market maturing. The local market, quite simply, has 
grown up. 


“The whole Gulf had become saturated, it just wasn’t big 
enough to support the number of companies that existed. 
There had to be casualties, price-cutting became the only 
way to compete. This led to poor quality of work, loss of 
profits and ultimately closure of businesses. Now, those 
who have survived are stronger, their operations have 
been trimmed to become more efficient and profitable 
and their marketing efforts more imaginative. Therefore, 
better equipped to compete in the more entrenched 
market place. 


“Over the past year we have been experiencing the 
effects of these operational changes. This has helped 
rebuild confidence with the resulting increase in both 
public and commercial spending. However, this revived 
spending should not be confused with market growth. 
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There are far fewer high-spending consumers here now 
than two or three years ago. Likewise, the business 
community is looking for real operational benefits from 
their expenditure. 


“Companies should try to continue to sustain their 
current sales without increasing overheads. Likewise, the 
public should remain discerning in their expenditure. A 
slow and steady growth will lead to strength. This will 
allow local businesses to take advantage of possible 
future ‘boom’ periods when oil prices go up to the 
previous levels which were almost 150 per cent higher 
than now, yet stay in business during the inevitable 
down-turn afterwards. I suppose this can be better 
thought of as levelling out the peaks, which is what we 
saw three or four years ago. 


“The UAE is probably the best placed Gulf country for 
future economic growth, it has by far the most advance 
immigration and commercial legislation. Provided the 
quality of service and efficiency continues to improve, 
then I believe that we can expect a healthier and much 
stronger local economic climate.” 
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Bafq-Bandar Abbas Railroad To Become 
Operational in 1992 

46400122 Tehran ETTELA’AT in Persian 
18 Apr 88 p 4 


[Text] Bandar Abbas—By the end of the year 1371 [20 
Mar 1992], the two irack Bafq-Bandar Abbas railroad 
route will start operating and this will effectively expe- 
dite the transport of passenger travel and goods transport 
in the south of the country. Mr. Sayyed-Kia, minister of 
roads and transport, made the announcement in an 
interview with a reporter during his inspection of differ- 
ent sections of the Bafq-Bandar Abbas railroad. 


Mr Kia further said out of a total planned allocation of 
160 billion rials for the establishment of the Bafq-Bandar 
Abbas railroad, 70 billion rials had been spent so far. In 
addition to laying more than 115 kilometers of rail lines 
this year, Mr Kia said we hope to be able to join the Gol 
Gohar mine to the cross country network of railroads on 
ten days of dawn of the Islamic Revolution. He stressed 
the importance of this portion of the railroad in trans- 
porting iron ore mine products from the south of Sirjan 
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to the center of the country and also the iron ore of Gol 
Gohar mine to the steel mill in Mobarakeh. In this 
regard, the minister further stated that the Bafq-Bandar 
Abbas railroad had special significance from the point of 
view of shortening the time needed to travel and to 
transport import and export commodities from Shahid 
Raja’i port. In spite of shortages in the current year 
therefore, the readbed construction work between Gol 
Gohar and Bandar Abbas will be completed. For the 
present, work on a single track rail line was in progress; 
in the final stage a dual track line will become opera- 
tional. The minister of roads and transport, pointing to 
the existence of 4,600 kilometers of the country’s origi- 
nal railroad tracks, said: Since the Islamic Revolution 
until now, in addition to the dual track Bafq-Bandar 
Abbas railroad, construction has also begun on the dual 
track Ahvaz-Bandar Imam and Tehran-Qom lines. Next 
year work will also begin on a two track line from Bafq to 
Mashhad and Sarakhs. According to the news report, Mr 
Kia along with a group of assistants and officials from 
the ministry of transport responsible for the planning 
and establishment of the railroad system, inspected 
different parts of the original and completed Bafq- 
Bandar Abbas railway line as well as various sections of 
Shahid Raja’i port complex. 














